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For any Canadian, Ruth Abernethy is a 
singular chronicler of our nation’s history, 
embodied in its most notable citizens 
and heroes. Her work palpably expresses 
our feelings for the great Canadians who 
shaped our history, our sense of ourselves 
as a people and our national psyche. 

Just as the late Yousuf Karsh was able to 
translate a monumental sense of emotion 
and identity into microscopic particles of 
silver halide, so Ruth has the mysterious 
gift of infusing bronze with an arrestingly 
corporeal sense of identity, personality 
and vitality. Bronze is her matter, and she 
invariably gets to the heart of it. 

It is a matter of constant pride for The 
Glenn Gould Foundation that Ruth has 
brought the intensity of her vision to our 
namesake, Glenn Gould, and depicted 
this great artist twice in such powerful, 
memorable and iconic ways.

– Brian M. Levine, Executive Director
The Glenn Gould Foundation

“

Part memoir, part ‘secrets of the sculptor’s craft’, part celebration of Canadian culture 
and talent, Life and Bronze: A Sculptor’s Journal is the story behind Ruth 
Abernethy’s rich and varied artistic career. The author describes each of her sculpting 
projects, from opening discussion, to creation, to installation and public unveiling. 
This coffee-table book shows what the public chooses to commemorate, how a sculptor 
resolves clear expressions of character, and how this process fits into a full family life. 

An ideal gift that showcases Canadian accomplishment
This coffee-table book can be purchased through Independent 

Bookstores, Chapters-Indigo, The Gould Foundation, 
Science World Vancouver and Amazon. 

To order in quantity, please contact 
info@granvilleislandpublishing.com
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Life and Bronze
A Sculptor’s Journal

Ruth Abernethy
Born in Lindsay, Ontario into an inventive and musical 
family. Hired at age 17 as a professional theatre technician, she 
subsequently worked in, and often headed, props departments 
across Canada. These 20 years of experience, including many 
at the Stratford Festival, inform her approach to sculpture and 
portraiture. 

Ruth’s first bronze commission in 1996 launched her solo art 
practice. Meanwhile she also designed her own off-the-grid 
home that included a studio where she refined her unique 
method of ‘mapping’ 3D figures before carving them in styrene. 
Her 1999 portrait of Glenn Gould touched off a series of 
distinctive commissions that included Mackenzie King, John A. 
Macdonald, Arnold Palmer and John McCrae. HM the Queen 
unveiled Ruth’s bronze installation of Oscar Peterson at the 
National Arts Centre in Ottawa.

In addition to portraiture and private commissions, Ruth has 
created studio works combining textiles, handmade lace and 
stainless steel. Pieces from The Canadiana Collection were 
selected for exhibition in Ottawa’s official residences; the Royal 
Ontario Museum acquired five works in 2009.

In Canada, Ruth’s sculptures and installations grace public spaces 
municipally, regionally and nationally. Her sculptures have 
also been juried into exhibitions in Ireland, the United States, 
Australia and China. She recently received royal approval for a 
statue of Queen Elizabeth II seated on the Throne of Canada—
to be unveiled in Toronto in 2017.

Ruth divides her time between her home/studio near Wellesley, 
Ontario, and Vancouver, British Columbia.

www.ruthabernethy.com


