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"A remarkable treasure chest of a book. Wendy Williams ropes together history, science and fascinating personal experiences to give new insights on every
page. You'll never look at a horse the same way again." -Nicholas Evans, author of The Horse Whisperer
Horses have a story to tell, one of resilience, sociability and intelligence, and of partnership with human beings. In The Horse, the journalist and equestrienne
Wendy Williams brings that story brilliantly to life.
Williams celebrates the 56-million-year journey of horses as she visits with scientists and conservationists around the world, revealing what our noble
companion may think and feel, and what our biological affinities and differences can tell us about the bond between horses and humans. Indeed, recent
scientific breakthroughs regarding the social and cognitive capacities of the horse and its ability to adapt to changing ecosystems indicate that we should
celebrate this animal as a major evolutionary triumph. 
Williams charts the fascinating course that leads to our modern Equus--from the proto-horse to the Dutch warmbloods, thoroughbreds and cow ponies of the
twenty-first century. She observes magnificent and ancient cave art that signals a deep respect and admiration for horses well before they were domesticated;
visits the mountains of Wyoming with an expert in equine behavior to understand the dynamics of bands of free-roaming mustangs; witnesses the acrobatics
of the famous Lipizzaners of Vienna; contemplates what life is like for the sure-footed, mustachioed Garrano horses who thrive on the rugged terrain of
Galicia; meets a family devoted to rehabilitating abandoned mustangs on their New Hampshire farm; celebrates the Takhi horses of Mongolia; and more.
She blends profound scientific insights with remarkable stories to create a unique biography of the horse as a sentient being with a f ...
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Discover deeper truths and quirky facts that cast new light on this keystone species
Beavers, those icons of industriousness, have been gnawing down trees, building dams, shaping the land, and creating critical habitat in North America for at
least a million years. Once one of the continent's most ubiquitous mammals, they ranged from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from the Rio Grande to the
edge of the northern tundra. Wherever there was wood and water, there were beavers -- 60 million (or more) -- and wherever there were beavers, there were
intricate natural communities that depended on their activities. Then the European fur traders arrived.
In Once They Were Hats, Frances Backhouse examines humanity's 15,000-year relationship with Castor canadensis, and the beaver's even older relationship
with North American landscapes and ecosystems. From the waterlogged environs of the Beaver Capital of Canada to the wilderness cabin that controversial
conservationist Grey Owl shared with pet beavers; from a bustling workshop where craftsmen make beaver-felt cowboy hats using century-old tools to a
tidal marsh where an almost-lost link between beavers and salmon was recently found, Backhouse goes on a journey of discovery to find out what happened
after we nearly wiped this essential animal off the map, and how we can learn to live with beavers now that they're returning.
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Wildlife of the World takes you on a journey through some of the most scenic and rich animal habitats -- from the Amazon rain forests to the Himalayas, the
Sahara to the South Pole -- meeting the most important animals in each ecosystem along the way.
In Wildlife of the World truly spectacular portrait-style photography brings you "face-to-face" with individual animals in up-close and engrossing profiles on
how the animals interact with their environments, mate, survive, and even play.
From the shaggy musk ox foraging in the Canadian high arctic to the angered Scottish wildcat prowling the Highlands to the rock-climbing gelada monkey
of Ethiopia, each animal featured in Wildlife of the World plays a key role in its environment. An additional eighty-page illustrated reference section on the
animal kingdom explains the animal groups and profiles additional species.
Produced in association with the Smithsonian Institution.
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