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 Dark Matter and the Dinosaurs
The Astounding Interconnectedness of the Universe
by Lisa Randall

ISBN: 9780062328472
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: HarperCollins
Pub. Date: 2015-10-27
Pages: 432
Price: $36.99

Bestselling author of Warped Passages and Knocking on Heaven's Door and one of today's most influential and highly cited theo-retical physicists, Professor
Lisa Randall once again effortlessly delivers fascinating science to the general reader. Weaving together the cosmos' his-tory and our own in an expanding
intellectual adventure story, Dark Matter and the Dinosaurs takes us from the mysteries of dark matter and our cosmic environment to the conditions for life
on Earth.
Sixty-six million years ago, an object the size of a city descended from space to crash into Earth, creating a cata-clysm that killed off the dinosaurs, along
with three-quarters of the other species on the planet. What was its origin? Randall proposes it was a comet that was dislodged from its orbit as the Solar
System passed through a disk of dark matter that is embedded in the plane of the Milky Way. Her research challenges the usual assumptions about the simple
nature of dark matter and demonstrates how scientists formulate and establish new ideas. In a sense, it might have been dark matter that killed the dinosaurs. 
With her unique and wide-ranging perspective, Randall connects dark matter to the history of the world in the broadest terms. Bringing in pop culture and
social and political viewpoints, she shares with us the latest findings--established and speculative--regarding dark matter, the cosmos, the galaxy, asteroids,
comets, and impacts, as well as life's development and extinctions. Randall makes clear how connected the planet is to the makeup of the Universe, but also
how fragile our place in the Universe, which evolved over billions of years, might be.
In this brilliant and fresh exploration of our cosmic environment, Professor Randall explains the underlying science of our world in the breathtaking tale of a
Universe in which the small and the large, the visible and the hidden are intimately related. Dark Matter and the Dinosaurs illuminates the deep relationships
that are critical to our world as well as the astonishing beauty of ...
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Complicated Stuff in Simple Words
by Randall Munroe
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From the creator of the webcomic xkcd and author of the #1 New York Times bestseller What If?, a series of brilliantly--and simply!--annotated blueprints
that explain everything from nuclear bombs to ballpoint pens.

Have you ever tried to read up on some incredible part of the world, only to find yourself faced with incomprehensible terminology and jargon? It's nice to
know what the parts of a thing are called, but it's even more interesting to know what they do. What if you had something that could clearly explain it all
using simple words?

 Thing Explainer, by Randall Munroe, does just that. Using line drawings and only the thousand (or, rather, "ten hundred") most common words, he provides
simple explanations for some of the world's most interesting things: our food-heating radio boxes (microwaves), our very tall roads (bridges), and our
computer buildings (datacenters). He also explains the other worlds around our sun (the solar system), the big flat rocks we live on (tectonic plates), and even
the stuff inside us (cells).

 Where do these things come from? How do they work? What do they look like if you open them up? What would life be like without them? And what
would happen if we heated them up, cooled them down, pointed them in a different direction, or pressed this button? In Thing Explainer, Munroe gives us
the answers to these questions and so many more. Funny, interesting, and always unders ...
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 Thunder & Lightning

Weather Past, Present, Future
by Lauren Redniss

ISBN: 9780812993172
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Random House
Pub. Date: 2015-10-27
Pages: 272
Price: $45.00

NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE, KIRKUS REVIEWS, AND SHELF AWARENESS o From
the National Book Award finalist Lauren Redniss, author of Radioactive, comes a dazzling fusion of storytelling, visual art, and reportage that grapples with
weather in all its dimensions: its danger and its beauty, why it happens and what it means.

 Weather is the very air we breathe--it shapes our daily lives and alters the course of history. In Thunder & Lightning, Lauren Redniss tells the story of
weather and humankind through the ages.

 This wide-ranging work roams from the driest desert on earth to a frigid island in the Arctic, from the Biblical flood to the defeat of the Spanish Armada.
Redniss visits the headquarters of the National Weather Service, recounts top-secret rainmaking operations during the Vietnam War, and examines the
economic impact of disasters like Hurricane Katrina. Drawing on extensive research and countless interviews, she examines our own day and age, from our
most personal decisions--Do I need an umbrella today?--to the awesome challenges we face with global climate change.

 Re ...

 Unstoppable
Harnessing Science to Change the World
by Bill Nye
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Binding: Hardback 
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Price: $31.50

From the New York Times bestselling author of UNDENIABLE and former host of "Bill Nye the Science Guy" comes a new challenge to today's
generation: to make a cleaner, more efficient, healthier, and happier world.Just as World War II called an earlier generation to greatness, so the climate crisis
is calling today's rising youth to action: to create a better future.For over twenty years, Bill Nye has inspired legions of fans with an empowering message:
The combination of scientific curiosity and human ingenuity can transform obstacles into opportunities, and unlock a future of endless possibilities. Now, in
Unstoppable: Harnessing Science to Change the World, Bill applies his message of technological optimism to the serious challenge facing our species:
climate change. With a scientist's rigorous understanding of how things are, and an engineer's vision of how things could be, Bill completely reframes the
issue. He sees today's environmental crisis not as the end of progress but as an opportunity for a tremendous new beginning-a moment for our society rethink
the way we live and to create a cleaner, healthier, smarter world. We need not remain shackled to the inefficient technologies of the Industrial Revolution;
we need not accept pollution and environmental ruin as the inevitable costs of a vibrant economy; above all, we need not leave our children a planet that is
depleted and overheated. The urgent task here is not saving the Earth. It's saving the Earth for us-for humanity. We can do that, but the moment to begin is
now. When you are done reading, you will be enlightened and inspired. You will see a new path forward. You will be ready to join Bill and change the
world.
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