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 Ardennes 1944
The Battle of the Bulge
by Antony Beevor

ISBN: 9780670025312
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Viking
Pub. Date: 2015-11-03
Pages: 480
Price: $45.00

The prizewinning historian and bestselling author of D-Day and Stalingrad reconstructs the Battle of the Bulge in this riveting new account
 
On December 16, 1944, Hitler launched his 'last gamble' in the snow-covered forests and gorges of the Ardennes in Belgium, believing he could split the
Allies by driving all the way to Antwerp and forcing the Canadians and the British out of the war. Although his generals were doubtful of success, younger
officers and NCOs were desperate to believe that their homes and families could be saved from the vengeful Red Army approaching from the east. Many
were exultant at the prospect of striking back.

The allies, taken by surprise, found themselves fighting two panzer armies. Belgian civilians abandoned their homes, justifiably afraid of German revenge.
Panic spread even to Paris. While some American soldiers, overwhelmed by the German onslaught, fled or surrendered, others held on heroically, creating
breakwaters which slowed the German advance.
 
The harsh winter conditions and the savagery of the battle became comparable to the Eastern Front. In fact the Ardennes became the Western Front's
counterpart to Stalingrad. There was terrible ferocity on both sides, driven by desperation and revenge, in which the normal rules of combat were breached.
The Ardennes--involving more than a million men--would prove to be the battle which finally broke the back of the Wehrmacht.
 
In this deeply researched  ...

 Black Earth
The Holocaust as History and Warning
by Timothy Snyder

ISBN: 9781101903452
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Crown
Pub. Date: 2015-09-08
Pages: 480
Price: $37.00

A brilliant, haunting, and profoundly original portrait of the defining tragedy of our time.

     In this epic history of extermination and survival, Timothy Snyder presents a new explanation of the great atrocity of the twentieth century, and reveals
the risks that we face in the twenty-first.  Based on new sources from eastern Europe and forgotten testimonies from Jewish survivors, Black Earth recounts
the mass murder of the Jews as an event that is still close to us, more comprehensible than we would like to think, and thus all the more terrifying.  
      The Holocaust began in a dark but accessible place, in Hitler's mind, with the thought that the elimination of Jews would restore balance to the planet and
allow Germans to win the resources they desperately needed.  Such a worldview could be realized only if Germany destroyed other states, so Hitler's aim
was a colonial war in Europe itself.  In the zones of statelessness, almost all Jews died.  A few people, the righteous few, aided them, without support from
institutions.  Much of the new research in this book is devoted to understanding these extraordinary individuals.  The almost insurmountable difficulties they
faced only confirm the dangers of state destruction and ecological panic.  These men and women should be emulated, but in similar circumstances few of us
would do so.  
      By overlooking the lessons of the Holocaust, Snyder concludes, we have misunderstood modernity and endangered the future.  The early twenty-first
century is coming to resemble the early twentieth, as growing preoccupations with food and water accompany ideological challenges to global order.  Our
world is closer to Hitler's than we like to admit, and saving it requires us to see the Holocaust as it was -- and ourselves as we are.  Gr ...
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 Canadian Pacific

The Golden Age of Travel
by Barry Lane

ISBN: 9780864928788
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Goose Lane Editions
Pub. Date: 2015-10-20
Pages: 200
Price: $45.00

The story of Canadian Pacific is one of the greatest stories in the world. Straddling the continent for more than a century and globe for more than fifty years,
Canadian Pacific is inextricably linked with the history of Canada itself.
 In 1885, the company completed the construction of two thousand miles of railway system and linking the Atlantic to the Pacific. It then established fleets of
vessels on both the Pacific and Atlantic oceans, laying the foundation for a transportation route that allowed members of the British Empire to travel around
the world. To enhance the travel experience, the company also constructed great castle-like hotels, including the Algonquin in St. Andrews, the Chateau
Frontenac in Quebec City, and the Banff Springs Hotel in the Rockies, which themselves became landmarks.
 In this sumptuously illustrated history of a company whose story is integral to the Golden Age of Travel, Barry Lane recounts the history of Canadian
Pacific, from the construction of the transcontinental railway to the development of the hotels and the building of the shipping line that linked Canada to the
rest of the world.

 The English and Their History
by Robert Tombs

ISBN: 9781101874769
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Alfred A. Knopf
Pub. Date: 2015-10-27
Pages: 1040
Price: $58.00

Robert Tombs's momentous The English and Their History is both a startlingly fresh and a uniquely inclusive account of the people who have a claim to be
the oldest nation in the world. The English first came into existence as an idea, before they had a common ruler and before the country they lived in even had
a name. They have lasted as a recognizable entity ever since, and their defining national institutions can be traced back to the earliest years of their history.

The English have come a long way from those first precarious days of invasion and conquest, with many spectacular changes of fortune. Their political,
economic and cultural contacts have left traces for good and ill across the world. This book describes their history and its meanings from their beginnings in
the monasteries of Northumbria and the wetlands of Wessex to the cosmopolitan energy of today's England. Robert Tombs draws out important threads
running through the story, including participatory government, language, law, religion, the land and the sea, and ever-changing relations with other peoples.
Not the least of these connections are the ways the English have understood their own history, have argued about it, forgotten it and yet been shaped by it.
These diverse and sometimes conflicting understandings are an inherent part of their identity.

Rather to their surprise, as ties within the United Kingdom loosen, the English are suddenly embarking on a new chapter. The English and Their History, the
first single-volume work on this scale for more than half a century, and which incorporates a wealth of recent scholarship, presents a challenging modern
account of this immense and continuing story, bringing out the strength and resilience of English government, the deep patterns of division and also the
persistent capacity to come together in the face of danger.
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 Fight to the Finish

Canadians in the Second World War, 1944-1945
by  Tim Cook

ISBN: 9780670067688
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Penguin Canada
Pub. Date: 2015-09-29
Pages: 576
Price: $45.00

The magisterial second volume of Tim Cook's definitive account of Canadians fighting in the Second World War.
     Historian Tim Cook displays his trademark storytelling ability in the second volume of his masterful account of Canadians in World War II. Cook
combines an extraordinary grasp of military strategy with a deep empathy for the soldiers on the ground, at sea and in the air. Whether it's a minute-by-
minute account of a gruelling artillery battle, vicious infighting among generals, the scene inside a medical unit, or the small details of a soldier's daily life,
Cook creates a compelling narrative. He recounts in mesmerizing detail how the Canadian forces figured in the Allied bombing of Germany, the D-Day
landing at Juno beach, the taking of Caen, and the drive south. 
Featuring dozens of black-and-white photographs and moving excerpts from letters and diaries of servicemen, Fight to the Finish is a memorable account of
Canadians who fought abroad and of the home front that was changed forever.

 From the Barren Lands
Fur Trade, First Nations, and a Life in Northern Canada
by Leonard Flett

ISBN: 9781927855331
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Great Plains Publications
Pub. Date: 2015-11-04
Pages: 320
Price: $29.95

This is a story about the fur trade and First Nations, and the development of northern Canada, seen and experienced not only through Leonard Flett's eyes,
but also through the eyes of his father, grandfather, and great-grandfather.The lives of indigenous people in remote areas of northern Ontario, Manitoba and
Saskatchewan in the 1960s and 1970s are examined in detail. Flett's successful career with both the Hudson's Bay Company and the North West Company
provides an insight into the dying days of the fur trade and the rise of a new retail business tailored to First Nations.
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 The History of Chess in Fifty Moves

by Bill Price

ISBN: 9781770855298
Binding: Hardback 
Series: Fifty Things That Changed the Course of History
Publisher: Firefly Books
Pub. Date: 2015-08-07
Pages: 224
Price: $29.95

The History of Chess in Fifty Moves recounts the 1,500-year history of the game of royals, from its ancient beginnings to Deep Blue, Kasparov and internet
chess.  
  As stand-alone stories or in sequence, the 50 chapters explain how chess has changed, adapted, and thrived through the centuries. It reveals the sublime
players, the controversies, the great tournaments and upsets, the victories... nothing is overlooked.  
  Entertaining and faithful text descriptions, artwork reproductions, archival photographs, callout boxes, quotations of interest, and chessboard diagrams
bring chess's colorful history to life.  
  The stories cover the globe's chessboards and the game's generations of players, including:     The Turk, the automaton hoax that fooled royalty
   Theories on the origin of chess
   The longest match
             The Polgar sisters
   The decline of Boris Spassky
   The ...

 History's People
Personalities and the Past
by Margaret Macmillan

ISBN: 9781487000059
Binding: Hardback 
Series: CBC Massey Lectures
Publisher: House of Anansi Press Inc
Pub. Date: 2015-09-08
Pages: 304
Price: $24.95

In History's People internationally acclaimed historian Margaret MacMillan gives her own personal selection of figures of the past, women and men, some
famous and some little-known, who stand out for her. Some have changed the course of history and even directed the currents of their times. Others are
memorable for being risk-takers, adventurers, or observers. She looks at the concept of leadership through Bismarck and the unification of Germany;
William Lyon MacKenzie King and the preservation of the Canadian Federation; Franklin Delano Roosevelt and the bringing of a unified United States into
the Second World War. She also notes how leaders can make huge and often destructive mistakes, as in the cases of Hitler, Stalin, and Thatcher. Richard
Nixon and Samuel de Champlain are examples of daring risk-takers who stubbornly went their own ways, often in defiance of their own societies. Then there
are the dreamers, explorers, and adventurers, individuals like Fanny Parkes and Elizabeth Simcoe who manage to defy or ignore the constraints of their own
societies. Finally, there are the observers, such as Babur, the first Mughal emperor of India, and Victor Klemperer, a Holocaust survivor, who kept the notes
and diaries that bring the past to life.
History's People is about the important and complex relationship between biography and history, individuals and their times.
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 Holocaust Survivors in Canada

Exclusion, Inclusion, Transformation, 1947-1955
by Adara Goldberg

ISBN: 9780887557767
Binding: Paperback 
Series: Studies in Immigration and Culture
Publisher: University of Manitoba Press
Pub. Date: 2015-09-11
Pages: 312
Price: $24.95

In the decade after the Second World War, 35,000 Jewish survivors of Nazi persecution and their dependants arrived in Canada. This was a watershed
moment in Canadian Jewish history. The unprecedented scale of the relief effort required for the survivors, compounded by their unique social,
psychological, and emotional needs challenged both the established Jewish community and resettlement agents alike. Adara Goldberg's Holocaust Survivors
in Canada highlights the immigration, resettlement, and integration experience from the perspective of Holocaust survivors and those charged with helping
them. The book explores the relationships between the survivors, Jewish social service organizations, and local Jewish communities; it considers how those
relationships--strained by disparities in experience, language, culture, and worldview--both facilitated and impeded the ability of survivors to adapt to a new
country.Researched in basement archives and as well as at Holocaust survivors' kitchen tables, Holocaust Survivors in Canada represents the first
comprehensive analysis of the resettlement, integration, and acculturation experience of survivors in early postwar Canada. Goldberg reveals the challenges
in responding to, and recovering from, genocide--not through the lens of lawmakers, but from the perspective of "new Canadians" themselves.

 In Flanders Fields
100 Years: Writing on War, Loss and Remembrance
by  Amanda Betts

ISBN: 9780345810250
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Knopf Random Vintage Canada
Pub. Date: 2015-09-28
Pages: 272
Price: $35.00

A beautifully designed collection of essays on war, loss and remembrance to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the writing of Canada's most famous
poem.
     In early 1915, the death of a young friend on the battlefields of Ypres inspired Canadian soldier, field surgeon and poet John McCrae to write "In Flanders
Fields." Within months of the poem's December 1915 publication in the British magazine Punch it became part of the collective consciousness in North
America and Europe, and its extraordinary power has endured over the decades and across generations. In this anthology, Canada's finest historians,
novelists and poets contemplate the evolving meaning of the poem; the man who wrote it and the World War I setting from which it emerged; its themes of
valour, grief and remembrance; and the iconic image of the poppy. 
     Among the thirteen contributors: Lieutenant-General RomÃ©o Dallaire (ret'd) writes about the emotional meaning of the poem for war veterans; Tim
Cook describes the rich and varied life of McCrae; Frances Itani revisits her time in Flanders, and mines the acts of witnessing and remembering; Kevin
Patterson offers a riveting depiction of the adrenaline-fueled work of a WWI field surgeon; Mary Janigan reveals the poem's surprisingly divisive effect
during the 1917 federal election; Ken Dryden tells us how lines from the poem ended up on the wall of the Montreal Canadiens' dressing room; and Patrick
Lane recalls a Remembrance Day from his childhood in a moving reflection on how war shapes us all.
     Gorgeously designed in full colour with archival and contemporary images, In Flanders Fields: 100 Years will reflect and illuminate the importance of art
in how we process war and loss.
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 Pacific

Silicon Chips and Surfboards, Coral Reefs and Atom Bombs, Brutal Dictators, Fading
Empires, and the Coming Collision of the World's Superpowers
by Simon Winchester

ISBN: 9780062315410
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: HarperCollins
Pub. Date: 2015-10-27
Pages: 512
Price: $35.99

From New York Times bestselling author Simon Winchester, author of Atlantic and The Men Who United the States, a colorful and provocative exploration
of the modern Pacific Ocean--what it has been and the grip it holds on our future
Simon Winchester tackles this "oceanic behemoth of eye-watering complexity" by focusing on key moments since 1950 that speak to the greater trends and
larger truths about the ocean's significance to us today.
Winchester leads us from the Bering Strait to Cape Horn, the Yangtze River to the Panama Canal, and to the many small islands that lie in between. He
recounts the atomic tests on the atoll of Bikini, which created a surreal landscape that must still be left vacant for fear of radiation poisoning. He takes us to
the launch of "Gidget"--her movies, her TV show, and, most important, her surfboards, which would forever change how the world's youth views a rising
wave. Pacific also tells the story of the little transistor radio and how it sparked the digital revolution, from Japan to Silicon Valley, altering the ocean's
destiny. Winchester includes tales of alarming discoveries on the Great Barrier Reef and grand expeditions to mysterious vents on the ocean's floor. He
examines the geopolitical shifts that shaped the ocean's vast land areas, from the rise of North Korea's rogue state to the end of European colonization, and
addresses the environmental degradation and climate shifts that now threaten this majestic body of water.
Along the way, Winchester looks at the political turmoil in Australia, the relationship between the Koreas, and recent confrontations that engaged China and
the United States. "The Pacific," he writes, "is the ocean where, quite literally, East meets West. . . . [T]here is challenge in the air, the sound of clashing
swords and angry words."
Calling upon Winchester's many journeys throughout the Pacific and its surrounding areas, his formidable historical understanding, and his sin ...

 Prisoners of Geography
Ten Maps That Explain Everything About the World
by Tim Marshall

ISBN: 9781501121463
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Scribner
Pub. Date: 2015-10-27
Pages: 304
Price: $34.00

In the bestselling tradition of Why Nations Fail and The Revenge of Geography, an award-winning journalist uses ten maps of crucial regions to explain the
geo-political strategies of the world powers.All leaders of nations are constrained by geography. Their choices are limited by mountains, rivers, seas, and
concrete. To understand world events, news organizations and other authorities often focus on people, ideas, and political movements, but without
geography, we never have the full picture. Now, in the relevant and timely Prisoners of Geography, seasoned journalist Tim Marshall examines Russia,
China, the USA, Latin America, the Middle East, Africa, Europe, Japan and Korea, and Greenland and the Arctic--their weather, seas, mountains, rivers,
deserts, and borders--to provide a context often missing from our political reportage: how the physical characteristics of these countries affect their strengths
and vulnerabilities and the decisions made by their leaders. In ten, up-to-date maps of each region, Marshall explains in clear and engaging prose the
complex geo-political strategies of these key parts of the globe. What does it mean that Russia must have a navy, but also has frozen ports six months a year?
How does this affect Putin's treatment of the Ukraine? How is China's future constrained by its geography? Why will Europe never be united? Why will
America never be invaded? Shining a light on the unavoidable physical realities that shape all of our aspirations and endeavors, Prisoners of Geography is
the critical guide to one of the major (and most often overlooked) determining factors in world history.
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 S.P.Q.R.

A History of Ancient Rome
by Mary Beard

ISBN: 9780871404237
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: WW Norton
Pub. Date: 2015-12-01
Pages: 608
Price: $45.00

Ancient Rome was an imposing city even by modern standards, a sprawling imperial metropolis of more than a million inhabitants, a "mixture of luxury and
filth, liberty and exploitation, civic pride and murderous civil war" that served as the seat of power for an empire that spanned from Spain to Syria. Yet how
did all this emerge from what was once an insignificant village in central Italy? In S.P.Q.R., world-renowned classicist Mary Beard narrates the
unprecedented rise of a civilization that even two thousand years later still shapes many of our most fundamental assumptions about power, citizenship,
responsibility, political violence, empire, luxury, and beauty. From the foundational myth of Romulus and Remus to 212 ce--nearly a thousand years
later--when the emperor Caracalla gave Roman citizenship to every free inhabitant of the empire, S.P.Q.R. (the abbreviation of "The Senate and People of
Rome") examines not just how we think of ancient Rome but challenges the comfortable historical perspectives that have existed for centuries by exploring
how the Romans thought of themselves: how they challenged the idea of imperial rule, how they responded to terrorism and revolution, and how they
invented a new idea of citizenship and nation.
 Opening the book in 63 bce with the famous clash between the populist aristocrat Catiline and Cicero, the renowned politician and orator, Beard animates
this "terrorist conspiracy," which was aimed at the very heart of the Republic, demonstrating how this singular event would presage the struggle between
democracy and autocracy that would come to define much of Rome's subsequent history. Illustrating how a classical democracy yielded to a self-confident
and self-critical empire, S.P.Q.R. reintroduces us, though in a wholly different way, to famous and familiar characters--Hannibal, Julius Caesar, Cleopatra,
Augustus, and Nero, among others--while expanding the historical aperture to include those overlooked in traditional histories: the women, the slaves and ex-
slaves, conspirator ...

 To Hell and Back
Europe, 1914-1949
by Ian Kershaw

ISBN: 9780713990898
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Penguin UK
Pub. Date: 2015-10-26
Pages: 592
Price: $45.00

TELEGRAPH BOOKS OF THE YEAR AND EDITOR'S CHOICE 2015   BBC HISTORY MAGAZINE BOOKS OF THE YEAR 2015  In the summer of
1914 most of Europe plunged into a war so catastrophic that it unhinged the continent's politics and beliefs in a way that took generations to recover from.
The disaster terrified its survivors, shocked that a civilization that had blandly assumed itself to be a model for the rest of the world had collapsed into a
chaotic savagery beyond any comparison. In 1939 Europeans would initiate a second conflict that managed to be even worse - a war in which the killing of
civilians was central and which culminated in the Holocaust.  To Hell and Back tells this story with humanity, flair and originality. Kershaw gives a
compelling narrative of events, but he also wrestles with the most difficult issues that the events raise - with what it meant for the Europeans who initiated
and lived through such fearful times - and what this means for us.
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 The White Road

Journey into an Obsession
by Edmund De Waal

ISBN: 9780307362100
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Knopf Random Vintage Canada
Pub. Date: 2015-09-29
Pages: 416
Price: $34.00

Extraordinary new non-fiction, a gripping blend of history and memoir, by the author of the award-winning and bestselling international sensation, The Hare
with Amber Eyes.
     In The White Road, bestselling author and artist Edmund de Waal gives us an intimate narrative history of his lifelong obsession with porcelain, or "white
gold." A potter who has been working with porcelain for more than forty years, de Waal describes how he set out on five journeys to places where porcelain
was dreamed about, refined, collected and coveted--and that would help him understand the clay's mysterious allure. From his studio in London, he starts by
travelling to three "white hills"--sites in China, Germany and England that are key to porcelain's creation. But his search eventually takes him around the
globe and reveals more than a history of cups and figurines; rather, he is forced to confront some of the darkest moments of twentieth-century history.
     Part memoir, part history, part detective story, The White Road chronicles a global obsession with alchemy, art, wealth, craft and purity. In a sweeping
yet intimate style that recalls The Hare with Amber Eyes, de Waal gives us a singular understanding of "the spectrum of porcelain" and the mapping of
desire.

 The Witches
Salem, 1692
by Stacy Schiff

ISBN: 9780316200608
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Little, Brown and Company
Pub. Date: 2015-10-27
Pages: 512
Price: $38.50

The Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Cleopatra, the #1 national bestseller, unpacks the mystery of the Salem Witch Trials.

It began in 1692, over an exceptionally raw Massachusetts winter, when a minister's daughter began to scream and convulse. It ended less than a year later,
but not before 19 men and women had been hanged and an elderly man crushed to death. 

The panic spread quickly, involving the most educated men and prominent politicians in the colony. Neighbors accused neighbors, parents and children each
other. Aside from suffrage, the Salem Witch Trials represent the only moment when women played the central role in American history. In curious ways, the
trials would shape the future republic.

As psychologically thrilling as it is historically seminal, THE WITCHES is Stacy Schiff's account of this fantastical story-the first great American mystery
unveiled fully for the first time by one of our most acclaimed historians.
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