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The Browns first met Paddington on a railway station – Paddington station, in fact. He had travelled all the way from Darkest Peru with only a jar of
marmalade, a suitcase and his hat.��The Browns soon find that Paddington is a very unusual bear. Ordinary things – like having a bath, travelling
underground or going to the seaside become quite extraordinary, if a bear called Paddington is involved.
Author of over one hundred books, many of them for children, Michael Bond was born in Newbury, Berkshire, in 1926, but he grew up in Reading. On
leaving school at the age of fourteen, he spent a year in a lawyers&rsquo; office before joining the BBC as an engineer. During the war he served with both
the RAF and the army, and it was in 1947, while stationed in Cairo, that he wrote his first short story. Its acceptance by London Opinion sowed the seeds of a
future career, but before becoming a full-time writer he was to spend many happy and fruitful years as a BBC television cameraman
One snowy Christmas Eve he was taking refuge in Selfridges when he came across a small toy bear, literally left on the shelf. Bought as a &lsquo;stocking
filler&rsquo; for his first wife, Brenda, it was to act as the inspiration for &lsquo;A Bear Called Paddington&rsquo;, first published in 1958.
In 1997 Michael Bond was awarded the OBE for his services to children&rsquo;s literature.
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"Bears like Paddington are very rare," says Mrs Bird, "and a good thing too, or it would cost us a small fortune in marmalade."
The Brown Family first met Paddington on a railway station -- Paddington station, in fact -- and now he is just another member of their family, if a slightly
unusual one.
As he says himself, "Things happen to me -- I'm that sort of bear." With his attempts at home decorating, detective work and photography, the Brown family
soon find that Paddington causes his own particular brand of chaos.
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Paddington Bear had traveled all the way from Peru when the Brown family first met him in Paddington Station. Since then their lives have never been quite
the same.... For ordinary things become quite extraordinary when a bear called Paddington is around.
This sumptuous treasury celebrates Paddington's enduring popularity by bringing together six of his most popular stories:
Paddington
Paddington at the Palace
Paddington at the Zoo
Paddington in the Garden
Paddington and the Marmalade Maze
Paddington the Artist
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