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 Forgotten Victory
First Canadian Army and the Cruel Winter of 1944!45
by Mark Zuehlke

ISBN: 9781771620413
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Douglas & McIntyre (2013) Ltd.
Pub. Date: 2014-10-17
Pages: 416
Price: $37.95

Winner of the 2014 Pierre Berton Award!
During the winter of 1944-45, the western Allies desperately sought a strategy that would lead to Germany's quick defeat. From the Swiss border to the
North Sea, hundreds of thousands of soldiers in trenches and dugouts suffered through the bitterest European winter in fifty years, while their generals
debated and schemed in the war rooms. In this grim environment, the troops of First Canadian Army engaged in deadly patrols behind the German lines and
fought short, sharp, often costly skirmishes to gain control of small patches of contested ground.
After much rancorous debate, the Allied high command decided that First Canadian Army would launch the pivotal offensive to win the war -- an attack
against the Rhineland, an area of Germany on the west bank of the Rhine. Winning this land would give them a launching point for crossing the river and
driving into Germany's heartland. This was considered the road to victory.
Before the Allies could strike, however, Hitler launched a massive December offensive towards Antwerp, which erupted into the Battle of the Bulge. By the
time the Germans were driven back to their start lines, the first thaws had begun. Previously frozen ground, ideal for mobile warfare, had turned to quagmire.
Anticipating the Allied attack, the Germans broke dams and dykes to inundate great swaths of the Rhine's floodplain. Thousands of troops were deployed
behind heavily fortified defensive lines and inside the cover of dense forests, such as the sprawling Reichswald.
On February 8, 1945, First Canadian Army launched Operation Veritable. Advancing on the heels of the greatest artillery bombardment yet fired by the
western Allies, thousands of Canadian and British troops advanced into an inferno of battle. Under orders to surrender not an inch of German soil, elite
paratroop divisions resisted fanatically. ...

 Canada's Great War Album
by CNHS

ISBN: 9781443420150
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: HarperCollins Publishers Ltd
Pub. Date: 2014-10-20
Pages: 224
Price: $39.99

Published to coincide with the 100th anniversary of the start of the First World War, Canada's Great War Album is an unprecedented and remarkable
collection of Canadian photographs, memorabilia, and stories of the war. Two years ago, Canada's History Society invited Canadians to tell their family
stories from the First World War. The response was overwhelming and assembled for the first time are their personal stories and photographs that together
form a compelling and moving account of the war. Canada's Great War Album also includes contributions from Peter Mansbridge, Charlotte Gray, J.L.
Granatstein, Christopher Moore, Jonathan Vance, and Tim Cook. In the spirit of the bestselling 100 Photos That Changed Canada, the war that changed
Canada forever is reflected here in words and pictures.
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 How We Got To Now

by Steven Johnson
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Publisher: Putnam
Pub. Date: 2014-09-30
Pages: 256
Price: $34.95

From the New York Times-bestselling author of Where Good Ideas Come From and Everything Bad Is Good for You, a new look at the power and legacy of
great ideas.
  
   In this illustrated history, Steven Johnson explores the history of innovation over centuries, tracing facets of modern life (refrigeration, clocks, and eyeglass
lenses, to name a few) from their creation by hobbyists, amateurs, and entrepreneurs to their unintended historical consequences. Filled with surprising
stories of accidental genius and brilliant mistakes--from the French publisher who invented the phonograph before Edison but forgot to include playback, to
the Hollywood movie star who helped invent the technology behind Wi-Fi and Bluetooth--How We Got to Now investigates the secret history behind the
everyday objects of contemporary life.
    
   In his trademark style, Johnson examines unexpected connections between seemingly unrelated fields: how the invention of air-conditioning enabled the
largest migration of human beings in the history of the species--to cities such as Dubai or Phoenix, which would otherwise be virtually uninhabitable; how
pendulum clocks helped trigger the industrial revolution; and how clean water made it possible to manufacture computer chips. Accompanied by a major six-
part television series on PBS, How We Got to Now is the story of collaborative networks building the modern world, written in the provocative, informative,
and engaging style that has earned Johnson fans around the globe.
    

 Into the Blizzard
Walking the Fields of the Newfoundland Dead
by Michael Winter

ISBN: 9780385677851
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Doubleday Canada
Pub. Date: 2014-11-04
Pages: 352
Price: $32.95

"In June a few years ago I set out to visit some of the World War One battlefields of Europe - the slope and valley and river and plain that the Newfoundland
Regiment trained on, and fought over and through and under." 
   
So begins Michael Winter's extraordinary narrative that follows two parallel journeys, one laid on top of the other like a sketch on opaque paper over the
lines of an old map. The first journey is that of the young men who came from Newfoundland's outports, fields, villages and narrow city streets to join the
storied regiment that led many of them to their deaths at Beaumont-Hamel during the Battle of the Somme on July 1, 1916. The second journey is the
author's, taken a century later as he walks in the footsteps of the dead men to discover what remains of their passage across land and through memory.
   
   Part unconventional history, part memoir-travelogue, part philosophical inquiry, Michael Winter uniquely captures the extraordinary lives and landscapes,
both in Europe and at home, scarred by a war that is just now disappearing from living memory. In subtle and surprising ways, he also tells the hidden story
of the very act of remembering - of how the past bleeds into the present and the present corrals and shapes the past. As he wanders from battlefield to
barracks to hospital to hotel, and finally to a bereft stretch of land battered by a blizzard back home, Winter gently but persistently unsettles us - startling us
with the unexpected encounters and juxtapositions that arise from his physical act of walking through the places where the soldiers once marched, this time
armed with artifacts and knowledge those earlier souls could not have, yet undone by the reali ...
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 Montcalm And Wolfe

by Roch Carrier
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One of Canada's most beloved raconteurs tells the story of Wolfe and Montcalm and the Plains of Abraham

In September 1759, a small band of British troops led by James Wolfe scaled the tall cliff overlooking a farmer's field owned by Abraham Martin and
overpowered the French garrison that protected the area, allowing the bulk of the British army to ascend the cliff behind and attack the French who, led by
Louis-Joseph Montcalm, were largely unaware of Wolfe's tactics. The battle that ensued on what would become known as the Plains of Abraham would
forever shape the geography and politics of Canada.

Montcalm and Wolfe, written by one of the finest writers this country has ever produced, is the epic story of this battle told through the lives of the two
generals, Wolfe and Montcalm. The book is a dual biography of the men and their most famous battle written by a master storyteller. What kind of life did
they have before they took up arms? What were the two men really like? And, most importantly, what forces brought the two men to face each other in a
battle that forged a nation?

 The Necessary War Volume One
by Tim Cook

ISBN: 9780670066506
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: ALLEN LANE CANADA
Pub. Date: 2014-09-09
Pages: 528
Price: $39.95

 Tim Cook, Canada's leading war historian, ventures deep into World War Two in this epic two-volume story of heroism and horror, of loss and longing,
sacrifice and endurance.
 
Written in Cook's compelling narrative style, this book shows in impressive detail how soldiers, airmen, and sailors fought--the evolving tactics, weapons of
war, logistics, and technology. It gauges Canadian effectiveness against the skilled enemy whom they confronted in battlefields from 1939 to 1943, from the
sweltering heat of Sicily to the frigid North Atlantic, and from the urban warfare of Ortona to the dark skies over Germany. The Necessary War examines the
equally important factors of morale, discipline, and fortitude of the Canadian citizen-soldiers.
 
The war was an engine of transformation for Canada. With a population of fewer than twelve million, Canada embraced its role as an arsenal of democracy,
exporting war supplies, feeding its allies, and raising a million-strong armed forces that served and fought in nearly every theatre of war. The nation was
mobilized like never before in the fight to preserve the liberal democratic order. The six-year-long exertion caused disruption, provoked nationwide
industrialization, ushered in changes to gender roles, exacerbated the tension between English and French, and forged a new sense of Canadian identity.
Canadians were willing to bear almost any burden and to pay the ultimate price in the pursuit of victory.
 
As with his award-winning two-volume series on WWI, Tim Cook uses original sources, letters from soldiers, rare documents, and maps of battlefields to
illustrate the contributions and sacrifices made by what is often ca ...

                               3 / 5



   History
 Rise to Greatness

The History of Canada From the Vikings to the Present
by Conrad Black

ISBN: 9780771013546
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: McClelland & Stewart
Pub. Date: 2014-11-11
Pages: 1120
Price: $50.00

Masterful, ambitious, and groundbreaking, this is a major new history of our country by one of our most respected thinkers and historians -- a book every
Canadian should own. 
     From the acclaimed biographer and historian Conrad Black comes the definitive history of Canada -- a revealing, groundbreaking account of the people
and events that shaped a nation.
     Spanning 874 to 2014, and beginning from Canada's first inhabitants and the early explorers, this masterful history challenges our perception of our
history and Canada's role in the world. From Champlain to Carleton, Baldwin and Lafontaine, to MacDonald, Laurier, and King, Canada's role in peace and
war, to Quebec's quest for autonomy, Black takes on sweeping themes and vividly recounts the story of Canada's development from colony to dominion to
country. Black persuasively reveals that while many would argue that Canada was perhaps never predestined for greatness, the opposite is in fact true: the
emergence of a magnificent country, against all odds, was a remarkable achievement. Brilliantly conceived, this major new reexamination of our country's
history is a riveting tour de force by one of the best writers writing today.

 Valour Road
by John Nadler

ISBN: 9780670068210
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Penguin Group Canada
Pub. Date: 2014-09-23
Pages: 368
Price: $33.95

 The First World War lasted for four years and three months. And when it ended on November 11, 1918, the people of Pine Street, a sleepy avenue on the
outskirts of Winnipeg, came to a startling realization. During the course of the conflict, young Leo Clarke, Robert Shankland, and Fred Hall, all from their
street, had each received the Victoria Cross, the highest award for bravery at that time. Such a phenomenon has never been repeated anywhere in the former
British empire.
 
Accessing original documents in his research--such as the wartime diary of Leo's brother, Charlie, official war records, and general history--author John
Nadler constructs a story of the three heroic soldiers, their families, and the enormous impact of WWI on a young Canada. This historic concurrence was so
meaningful that a statue was erected in Winnipeg in tribute to these three ordinary soldiers, and their street was renamed Valour Road in their honour.
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by  A N Wilson
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"[A] shimmering and rather wonderful biography." --The Guardian (UK)
  
   When Queen Victoria died in 1901, she had ruled for nearly sixty-four years. She was a mother of nine and grandmother of forty-two and the matriarch of
royal Europe through her children's marriages. To many, Queen Victoria is a ruler shrouded in myth and mystique, an aging, stiff widow paraded as the
figurehead to an all-male imperial enterprise. But in truth, Britain's longest-reigning monarch was one of the most passionate, expressive, humorous and
unconventional women who ever lived, and the story of her life continues to fascinate.
  
   A. N. Wilson's exhaustively researched and definitive biography includes a wealth of new material from previously unseen sources to show us Queen
Victoria as she's never been seen before. Wilson explores the curious set of circumstances that led to Victoria's coronation, her strange and isolated
childhood, her passionate marriage to Prince Albert and his pivotal influence even after death and her widowhood and subsequent intimate friendship with
her Highland servant John Brown, all set against the backdrop of this momentous epoch in Britain's history--and the world's.
  
   Born at the very moment of the expansion of British political and commercial power across the globe, Victoria went on to chart a unique course for her
country even as she became the matriarch of nearly every great dynasty of ...
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