
   Do I Have to Read?

 The Dumbest Idea Ever! (Paperback)
by Jimmy Gownley

ISBN: 9780545453479
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Scholastic Inc
Pub. Date: 2014-03-01
Pages: 240
Price: $12.99

2015 Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers. 
Jimmy Gownley's graphic novel memoir about the "dumb" idea that changed his life forever! 
What if the dumbest idea ever changed your life forever? 
At thirteen, Jimmy was popular, at the top of his class, and the leading scorer on his basketball team. But all that changed when chicken pox forced him to
miss the championship game. Then things went from bad to worse when he got pneumonia and missed even more school. Before Jimmy knew it, his grades
were sinking and nothing seemed to be going right. 
How would Jimmy turn things around, get back on top at school, and maybe even get a date with the cutest girl in school? 
Renowned comics creator Jimmy Gownley shares his adventures as he grows from an eager-to-please boy into a teenage comic book artist and how the
DUMBEST idea ever actually became the BEST thing that ever happened to him.

 The Geography of You and Me
by Jennifer E. Smith

ISBN: 9780316254779
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Little, Brown Books for Young Readers
Pub. Date: 2014-04-15
Pages: 352
Price: $20.00

2015 Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers. 
Lucy lives on the twenty-fourth floor. Owen lives in the basement. It's fitting, then, that they meet in the middle -- stuck between two floors of a New York
City apartment building, on an elevator rendered useless by a citywide blackout. After they're rescued, Lucy and Owen spend the night wandering the
darkened streets and marveling at the rare appearance of stars above Manhattan. But once the power is back, so is reality. Lucy soon moves abroad with her
parents, while Owen heads out west with his father.

The brief time they spend together leaves a mark. And as their lives take them to Edinburgh and to San Francisco, to Prague and to Portland, Lucy and Owen
stay in touch through postcards, occasional e-mails, and phone calls. But can they -- despite the odds -- find a way to reunite?

Smartly observed and wonderfully romantic, Jennifer E. Smith's new novel shows that the center of the world isn't necessarily a place. Sometimes, it can be a
person.

 I'll Give You the Sun
by  Jandy Nelson

ISBN: 9780803734968
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Penguin Young Readers Group
Pub. Date: 2014-09-16
Pages: 384
Price: $19.99

2015 Printz Award Winner. 
A luminous story of first love and family loss for fans of John Green, David Levithan, and Rainbow Rowell.
Jude and her brother, Noah, are incredibly close twins. At thirteen, impassioned, isolated Noah draws constantly and is falling in love with the charismatic
boy next door, while daredevil Jude surfs and wears red-red lipstick and does the talking for the both of them. But three years later, Jude and Noah are barely
speaking. Something has happened to wreck the twins in different and divisive ways…until Jude meets a cocky, broken, beautiful boy as well as a
captivating new mentor, both of whom may just need her as much as she needs them. Life before the event that divides them is Noah’s story to tell. Life after
it is Jude’s. What the twins don’t realize is that each only have half the story, and if they can just find their way back to one another, they’d have a chance to
remake their world.
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 Juvie

by Steve Watkins

ISBN: 9780763655099
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Candlewick Press
Pub. Date: 2013-10-08
Pages: 320
Price: $20.00

2015 Top Ten Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers. 
Heart-wrenching and real, Juvie tells the story of two sisters grappling with accountability, sacrifice — and who will be there to help you after you take the
fall.
Sadie Windas has always been the responsible one — she’s the star player on her AAU basketball team, she gets good grades, she dates a cute soccer player,
and she tries to help out at home. Not like her older sister, Carla, who leaves her three-year-old daughter, Lulu, with Aunt Sadie while she parties and gets
high. But when both sisters are caught up in a drug deal — wrong place, wrong time — it falls to Sadie to confess to a crime she didn’t commit to keep Carla
out of jail and Lulu out of foster care. Sadie is supposed to get off with a slap on the wrist, but somehow, impossibly, gets sentenced to six months in juvie.
As life as Sadie knew it disappears beyond the stark bars of her cell, her anger — at her ex-boyfriend, at Carla, and at herself — fills the empty space left
behind. Can Sadie forgive Carla for getting her mixed up in this mess? Can Carla straighten herself out to make a better life for Lulu, and for all of them?
Can Sadie survive her time in juvie with her spirit intact?

 Marie Antoinette, Serial Killer
by Katie Alender

ISBN: 9780545468107
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Scholastic Inc
Pub. Date: 2014-09-01
Pages: 304
Price: $10.99

2015 Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers. 
21st century girl. 18th century ghost. Heads will roll! 
The city of light just got a little darker . . . 
Colette Iselin is excited to go to Paris on a class trip. She'll get to soak up the beauty and culture, and maybe even learn something about her family's French
roots. 
But a series of gruesome murders are taking place across the city, putting everyone on edge. And as she tours museums and palaces, Colette keeps seeing a
strange vision: a pale woman in a ball gown and powdered wig, who looks suspiciously like Marie Antoinette. 
Colette knows her popular, status-obsessed friends won't believe her, so she seeks out the help of a charming French boy. Together, they uncover a shocking
secret involving a dark, hidden history. When Colette realizes she herself may hold the key to the mystery, her own life is in danger . . . 
Acclaimed author Katie Alender brings heart-stopping suspense to this tale of revenge, betrayal, intrigue — and one killer queen.
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 The Scar Boys

by Len Vlahos

ISBN: 9781606844397
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: EgmontUSA
Pub. Date: 2014-01-21
Pages: 256
Price: $19.99

2015 Morris Award Finalist. 
A severely burned teenager. A guitar. Punk rock. The chords of a rock 'n' roll road trip in a coming-of-age novel that is a must-read story about finding your
place in the world...even if you carry scars inside and out. 
In attempting to describe himself in his college application essay--help us to become acquainted with you beyond your courses, grades, and test
scores--Harbinger (Harry) Jones goes way beyond the 250-word limit and gives a full account of his life. 
The first defining moment: the day the neighborhood goons tied him to a tree during a lightning storm when he was 8 years old, and the tree was struck and
caught fire. Harry was badly burned and has had to live with the physical and emotional scars, reactions from strangers, bullying, and loneliness that
instantly became his everyday reality. 
The second defining moment: the day in 8th grade when the handsome, charismatic Johnny rescued him from the bullies and then made the startling
suggestion that they start a band together. Harry discovered that playing music transported him out of his nightmare of a world, and he finally had something
that compelled people to look beyond his physical appearance. Harry's description of his life in his essay is both humorous and heart-wrenching. He had a
steeper road to climb than the average kid, but he ends up learning something about personal power, friendship, first love, and how to fit in the world. While
he's looking back at the moments that have shaped his life, most of this story takes place while Harry is in high school and the summer after he graduates.

 The Strange and Beautiful Sorrows of Ava Lavender
by Leslye Walton

ISBN: 9780763665661
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Candlewick
Pub. Date: 2014-03-25
Pages: 320
Price: $20.00

2015 Morris Award Finalist. 
Magical realism, lyrical prose, and the pain and passion of human love haunt this hypnotic generational saga. 
Foolish love appears to be the Roux family birthright, an ominous forecast for its most recent progeny, Ava Lavender. Ava — in all other ways a normal girl
— is born with the wings of a bird. In a quest to understand her peculiar disposition and a growing desire to fit in with her peers, sixteen-year old Ava
ventures into the wider world, ill-prepared for what she might discover and naive to the twisted motives of others. Others like the pious Nathaniel Sorrows,
who mistakes Ava for an angel and whose obsession with her grows until the night of the summer solstice celebration. That night, the skies open up, rain and
feathers fill the air, and Ava’s quest and her family’s saga build to a devastating crescendo. First-time author Leslye Walton has constructed a layered and
unforgettable mythology of what it means to be born with hearts that are tragically, exquisitely human.
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 This One Summer

by Mariko Tamaki

ISBN: 9781554981526
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Groundwood Books Ltd
Pub. Date: 2014-05-01
Pages: 320
Price: $18.95

2015 Printz Honor Book. 
Winner of the Governor General's Award for Children's Illustration. 
Rose and Windy are summer friends whose families have visited Awago Beach for as long as they can remember. But this year is different, and they soon
find themselves tangled in teen love and family crisis. From the creators of Skim comes an investigation into the mysterious world of adults. 
Sure, Rose’s dad is still making cheesy and embarrassing jokes, but her mother is acting like she doesn’t even want to be there. Plus, being at the cottage
isn’t just about going to the beach anymore. Now Rose and Windy are spending a lot of their time renting scary movies and spying on the teenagers who
work at the corner store, as well as learning stuff about sex no one mentioned in health class. 
Pretty soon everything is messed up. Rose’s father leaves the cottage and returns to the city, and her mother becomes more and more withdrawn. While her
family is falling to pieces, Rose focuses her attention on Dunc, a teenager working at the local corner store. When Jenny, Dunc’s girlfriend, claims to be
pregnant, the girls realize that the teenagers are keeping just as many secrets as the adults in their lives. 
No one seems to want to talk about the things that matter. When the tension between Dunc and Jenny boils over, Jenny makes a desperate and destructive
move and Rose's mother is galvanized into action. In the aftermath, nothing is completely resolved, but secrets have been aired, which means that things are
at least a bit better for everyone. For Rose and Windy, the end of summer brings the realization that, while Awago Beach might always be the same, they
have both been changed forever. 
From Mariko Tamaki and Jillian Tamaki, creators of the multi-award-winning graphic novel Skim, ...

 Through the Woods
by Emily Carroll

ISBN: 9781442465961
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Margaret K. McElderry Books
Pub. Date: 2014-07-15
Pages: 208
Price: $18.99

2015 Top Ten Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers. 
Discover a terrifying world in the woods in this collection of five hauntingly beautiful graphic stories that includes the online webcomic sensation “His Face
All Red,” in print for the first time.
Journey through the woods in this sinister, compellingly spooky collection that features four brand-new stories and one phenomenally popular tale in print
for the first time. These are fairy tales gone seriously wrong, where you can travel to “Our Neighbor’s House”—though coming back might be a problem. Or
find yourself a young bride in a house that holds a terrible secret in “A Lady’s Hands Are Cold.” You might try to figure out what is haunting “My Friend
Janna,” or discover that your brother’s fiancée may not be what she seems in “The Nesting Place.” And of course you must revisit the horror of “His Face
All Red,” the breakout webcomic hit that has been gorgeously translated to the printed page.
Already revered for her work online, award-winning comic creator Emily Carroll’s stunning visual style and impeccable pacing is on grand display in this
entrancing anthology, her print debut.
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 Tomboy

A Graphic Memoir
by  Liz Prince

ISBN: 9781936976553
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Zest
Pub. Date: 2014-09-02
Pages: 256
Price: $20.99

2015 Top Ten Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers. 
Growing up, Liz Prince wasn't a girly girl, dressing in pink tutus or playing Pretty Pretty princess like the other girls in her neighborhood. But she wasn't
exactly one of the guys either, as she quickly learned when her Little League baseball coach exiled her to the outfield instead of letting her take the pitcher's
mound. Liz was somewhere in the middle, and Tomboy is the story of her struggle to find the place where she belonged. Tomboy is a graphic novel about
refusing gender boundaries, yet unwittingly embracing gender stereotypes at the same time, and realizing later in life that you can be just as much of a girl in
jeans and a T-shirt as you can in a pink tutu.
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