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 abecedarium
by Dennis Cooley

ISBN: 9780888646453
Binding: Paperback 
Series: Robert Kroetsch
Publisher: The University of Alberta Press
Pub. Date: 2014-03-20
Pages: 160
Price: $19.95

would you believe me when i makeconsorts of alphabetrunaways & stayathomes i have roundedup where they wanderedall over the pageDennis Cooley
masterfully extends the genre of the abecedary to explore his curiosity of the limitlessness of human communication. With linguistic wit and complexity, his
poetry carries the reader through the historical developments of the alphabet. He pries open letters and words to play with both their immediate meaning and
the possibilities within the words themselves, creating surprises as he explores spelling, sound, syntax, and pronunciation. After reading Cooley's
abecedarium you'll never look at language the same way. Lovers of experimental poetry as well as those interested in linguistic play or the history of
language will relish the rapid-fire shifts and musicality of Cooley's newest collection of poetry.

 Bottle Rocket Hearts
by Zoe Whittall

ISBN: 9781897151068
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Cormorant Books
Pub. Date: 2007-04-14
Pages: 1
Price: $19.95

Welcome to Montreal in the months before the 1995 referendum. Riot Grrl gets bought out and mass marketed as the Spice Girls, and gays are gaining some
legitimacy, but the queers are rioting against assimilation, cocktail AIDS drugs are starting to work, and the city walls on either side of the Main are spray-
painted with the words YES or NO. It's been five years since the OKA crisis and the sex garage riots; revolution seems possible, when you're 18, like Eve.
Eve is pining to get out of her parents' house in Dorval and find a girl who wants to kiss her back. She meets Della -- mysterious, defiantly non-
monogamous, an avid separatist and ten years older. Initially taken in by a mutual other-worldly sense of rapture, they hole up in Della apartment, trying to
navigate spaces of jealousy. On the night of the 1995 referendum, politics and romance come to a head and Eve's naiveté begins to fade. From naive teenager
to hot shot rough girl, Eve decides her own fate.

 Modern Classics A Clockwork Orange
by Anthony Burgess

ISBN: 9780141182605
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Penguin UK
Pub. Date: 2000-02-22
Pages: 176
Price: $16.00

"Anthony Burgess reads chapters of his novel A Clockwork Orange with hair-raising drive and energy. Although it is a fantasy set in an Orwellian future,
this is anything but a bedtime story." -The New York Times

Told by the central character, Alex, this brilliant, hilarious, and disturbing novel creates an alarming futuristic vision of violence, high technology, and
authoritarianism.Anthony Burgess' 1963 classic stands alongside Orwell's 1984 and Huxley's Brave New World as a classic of twentieth century post-
industrial alienation, often shocking us into a thoughtful exploration of the meaning of free will and the conflict between good and evil.In this recording, the
author's voice lends an intoxicating lyrical dimension to the language he has so masterfully crafted.

"I do not know of any other writer who has done as much with language as Mr. Burgess has done [in A Clockwork Orange]." -William S. Burroughs

Recognized as one of the literary geniuses of our time, Anthony Burgess produced thirty-two novels, a volume of verse, sixteen works of nonfiction, and two
plays.Originally a composer, his creative output also included countless musical compositions, including symphonies, operas, and jazz.The author's
musicality is evident in the lyrical and dramatic reading he gives in this recording.Anthony Burgess died in 1993
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 The Conditions of Love

by Dale M. Kushner

ISBN: 9781455519743
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Grand Central Publishing
Pub. Date: 2014-05-06
Pages: 384
Price: $16.00

Dale M. Kushner's novel The Conditions of Love traces the journey of a girl from childhood to adulthood as she reckons with her parents' abandonment, her
need to break from society's limitations, and her overwhelming desire for spiritual and erotic love. In 1953, ten-year-old Eunice lives in the backwaters of
Wisconsin with her outrageously narcissistic mother, a manicureeste and movie star worshipper. Abandoned by her father as an infant, Eunice worries that
she will become a misfit like her mother. When her mother's lover, the devoted Sam, moves in, Eunice imagines her life will finally become normal. But her
hope dissolves when Sam gets kicked out, and she is again alone with her mother. A freak storm sends Eunice away from all things familiar. Rescued by the
shaman-like Rose, Eunice's odyssey continues with a stay in a hermit's shack and ends with a passionate love affair with an older man. Through her capacity
to redefine herself, reject bitterness and keep her heart open, she survives and flourishes. In this, she is both ordinary and heroic. At once fable and realistic
story, The Conditions of Love is a book about emotional and physical survival. Through sheer force of will, Eunice saves herself from a doomed life. 

This engaging examination of a mother and daughter's relationship will appeal to the same audience that embraced Mona Simpson's acclaimed classic
Anywhere But Here and Elizabeth Strout's bestselling Amy and Isabelle.

 A Constellation of Vital Phenomena
by Anthony Marra

ISBN: 9780307362636
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Random House of Canada
Pub. Date: 2014-02-04
Pages: 416
Price: $19.95

Stegner Fellow, Iowa MFA, and winner of the Atlantic's emerging writer contest, Anthony Marra has written a brilliant debut novel that brings to life an
abandoned hospital where a tough-minded doctor decides to harbour a hunted young girl, with powerful consequences. 
     In the final days of December 2004, in a small rural village in Chechnya, 8-year-old Havaa hides in the woods when her father is abducted by Russian
forces. Fearing for her life, she flees with their neighbour Akhmed to the bombed-out hospital, where Sonya, the one remaining doctor, treats a steady stream
of wounded rebels and refugees. Over the course of 5 dramatic days, Akhmed and Sonya reach back into their pasts to unravel the intricate mystery of
coincidence, betrayal and forgiveness that unexpectedly binds them and decides their fate.
     With The English Patient's dramatic sweep and The Tiger's Wife's expert sense of place, Marra gives us a searing debut about the transcendent power of
love in wartime, and how it can cause us to become greater than we ever thought possible.
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 Crooked Maid

by Dan Vyleta

ISBN: 9781443407748
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: HarperCollins Publishers Ltd
Pub. Date: 2013-10-28
Pages: 440
Price: $19.99

Shortlisted for the 2014 Scotiabank Giller Prize and a Globe & Mail 100 Selection
From the writer praised as a cross between Hitchcock and Dostoyevsky, a dark and suspenseful novel set in post-war Vienna among the spectators in a
criminal trial
Mid-summer, 1948. Two strangers, Anna Beer and young Robert Seidel, meet on a train as they return to Vienna, where life is just resuming after the
upheavals of war. Men who were conscripted into the German army are filtering back home, including Anna's estranged husband, Dr. Anton Beer, who was
held prisoner in a brutal Russian camp. But when Anna returns to their old apartment, she finds another man living there and her husband missing.
At his own house, Robert is greeted by a young maid with a deformed spine. The household is in disarray, with his mother addicted to narcotics and his
stepfather, an industrialist and former Party member, hospitalized after a mysterious attack.
Determined to rebuild their lives, Anna and Robert each begin a dogged search for answers in a world where repression is the order of the day. Before long,
they are reunited as spectators at a criminal trial set to deliver judgment on Austria's Nazi crimes.
In The Crooked Maid, Dan Vyleta conjures up a city haunted by its sins and a people caught between the needs of the present and debts owed to the past.

 Penguin Classics Down And Out In Paris And London
by George Orwell

ISBN: 9780141393032
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Penguin UK
Pub. Date: 2013-01-15
Pages: 224
Price: $12.99

This unusual fictional account, in good part autobiographical, narrates without self-pity and often with humor the adventures of a penniless British writer
among the down-and-out of two great cities. In the tales of both cities we learn some sobering Orwellian truths about poverty and society.

 The Financial Lives Of The Poets
A Novel
by Jess Walter

ISBN: 9780061916052
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: HarperCollins Publishers
Pub. Date: 2010-08-30
Pages: 304
Price: $18.50

What happens when small-time reporter Matthew Prior quits his job to gamble everything on a quixotic notion: a Web site devoted to financial journalism in
the form of blank verse?
Before long, he wakes up to find himself jobless, hobbled with debt, spying on his wife's online flirtation, and six days away from losing his home. . . . Until,
one night on a desperate two a.m. run to 7-Eleven, he falls in with some local stoners, and they end up hatching the biggest--and most misbegotten--plan yet.
The cover of this paperback edition comes in three different colors: green, blue, and orange.
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 Gilead

by Marilynne Robinson

ISBN: 9780006393832
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Harper Collins Canada
Pub. Date: 2006-01-01
Pages: 247
Price: $18.95

Winner of the 2005 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction.
Longlisted for the 2006 Orange Prize for Fiction
A hymn of praise and lamentation from a 1950s preacher man. Atestament to the sacred bonds between fathers and sons. A psalm of celebrationand
acceptance of the best and the worst that the world has to offer. This isthe story of generations, as told through a family history written by ReverendJohn
Ames, a legacy for the young son he will never see grow up. As John recordsthe tale of the rift between his own father and grandfather, he also struggleswith
the return to his small town of a friend&#146;s prodigal son in search offorgiveness and redemption.
The winner of two major literary awards and a New York Times Top10 Book of 2004, Gilead is an exquisitely written work of literaryfiction, destined to
become a classic, by one of today&#146;s finest writers.

MARILYNNE ROBINSON is the author of the modern classic Housekeeping,winner of the PEN/Hemingway Award, and two books of non-fiction, Mother
Countryand The Death of Adam. She teaches at the University of Iowa Writers’Workshop.

 Girls Standing on the Lawn
by Maira Kalman

ISBN: 9780870709081
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Harry N. Abrams
Pub. Date: 2014-05-06
Pages: 64
Price: $16.95

Girls Standing on Lawns is a unique collaboration between renowned artist and bestselling children's book author Maira Kalman and New York Times
bestselling writer Daniel Handler, better known as Lemony Snicket. This clever book contains 40 vintage photographs from the collection of The Museum of
Modern Art, New York, more than a dozen original paintings by Kalman inspired by the photographs, and brief, lyrical texts by Handler. Poetic and thought-
provoking, Girls Standing on Lawns is a meditation on memories, childhood, nostalgia, home, family, and the act of seeing. The gorgeous visual material
sets the stage for what Handler succinctly describes as "a photograph, a painting, a sentence, a pose." Girls, women, families, and even pets from days gone
by grace the pages, looking out at us, enticing readers to imagine these people, their lives--and where they have gone.Praise for Girls Standing on Lawns
"Kalman supplements the mostly black-and-white, anonymous, amateur snapshots with colorful paintings inspired by the photographs. Handler adds
alternately wry, pithy, poignant--and always succinct--commentary to most spreads, inviting readers to ponder the people and scenes as well as their own
family photos." --Booklist "Handler provides free verse that is both spare and sparse throughout the collection, contextualizing the thematic groupings and
offering imaginative insight into what might have motivated the preservation of such frozen moments. The project is interesting and the images thought
provoking." --The Bulletin of The Center for Children's Books
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 The Lizard Cage

by Karen Connelly

ISBN: 9780679313281
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Random House of Canada
Pub. Date: 2007-03-06
Pages: 448
Price: $21.00

In The Lizard Cage by Karen Connelly, two brothers fight for a woman named Aung San Suu Kyi, one using words and the other using weapons.

Aung San Suu Kyi believes that Burma must return to a political democracy. While his brother fights for freedom as part of a group of guerrillas, it is Teza,
the guitar-playing songwriter, whose words inspire revolution. He is eventually imprisoned and tortured. Teza escapes the cage of his solitary confinement
through meditation and hope; the cage that traps the spirits of his jailers proves much more difficult to break.

Burma (formerly and still legally Myanmar) comes vividly to life in this story of anger, cruelty and betrayal.

(Joan)
Winner of the 2007 Orange Award for New Writers..
Set during Burma's military dictatorship of the mid—1990s, Karen Connelly’s exquisitely written and harshly realistic debut novel is a hymn to human
resilience and love.
In the sealed-off world of a vast Burmese prison known as the cage, Teza languishes in solitary confinement seven years into a twenty-year sentence.
Arrested in 1988 for his involvement in mass protests, he is the nation’s most celebrated songwriter whose resonant words and powerful voice pose an
ongoing threat to the state. Forced to catch lizards to supplement his meager rations, Teza finds emotional and spiritual sustenance through memories and
Buddhist meditation. The tiniest creatures and things–a burrowing ant, a copper-coloured spider, a fragment of newspaper within a cheroot filter–help to
connect him to life beyond the prison walls.
 ...

 Magic Barrel, The
by Bernard Malamud

ISBN: 9780374525866
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Farrar, Straus and Giroux
Pub. Date: 1999-07-01
Pages: 232
Price: $17.00

Winner of the National Book Award for Fiction 

Introduction by Jhumpa Lahiri

Bernard Malamud's first book of short stories, The Magic Barrel, has been recognized as a classic from the time it was published in 1959. The stories are set
in New York and in Italy (where Malamud's alter ego, the struggleing New York Jewish Painter Arthur Fidelman, roams amid the ruins of old Europe in
search of his artistic patrimony); they tell of egg candlers and shoemakers, matchmakers, and rabbis, in a voice that blends vigorous urban realism, Yiddish
idiom, and a dash of artistic magic.

The Magic Barrel is a book about New York and about the immigrant experience, and it is high point in the modern American short story. Few books of any
kind have managed to depict struggle and frustration and heartbreak with such delight, or such artistry.
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 Notes from a Small Island

by Bill Bryson

ISBN: 9780771017049
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: McClelland & Stewart
Pub. Date: 1998-03-12
Pages: 288
Price: $21.00

After nearly two decades spent on British soil, Bill Bryson-bestsellingauthor of The Mother Tongue and Made in America-decided to returnto the United
States. ("I had recently read," Bryson writes, "that 3.7 million Americans believed that they had been abducted by aliens at one time or another,so it was
clear that my people needed me.") But before departing, he set out ona grand farewell tour of the green and kindly island that had so long been his
home.Veering from the ludicrous to the endearing and back again, Notes from a Small Island is a delightfully irreverent jaunt around the unparalleled
floating nation that has produced zebra crossings, Shakespeare, Twiggie Winkie's Farm, and places with names like Farleigh Wallop and Titsey. The result is
an uproarious social commentary that conveys the true glory of Britain, from the satiric pen of an unapologetic Anglophile.

 Polyamorous Love Song
by Jacob Wren

ISBN: 9781771660303
Binding: Paperback 
Series: Department of Narrative Studies
Publisher: BookThug
Pub. Date: 2014-04-15
Pages: 192
Price: $23.00

From interdisciplinary writer and performer Jacob Wren comes Polyamorous Love Song, a novel of intertwined narratives concerning the relationship
between artists and the world. Shot through with unexpected moments of sex and violence, readers will become acquainted with a world that is at once the
same and opposite from the one in which they live. With a diverse palette of vivid characters - from people who wear furry mascot costumes at all times, to a
group of "New Filmmakers" that devises increasingly unexpected sexual scenarios with complete strangers, to a secret society that concocts a virus that only
infects those on the political right - Wren's avant-garde Polyamorous Love Song (finalist for the 2013 Fence Modern Prize in Prose) will appeal to readers
with an interest in the visual arts, theatre, and performance of all types.

 The Postmortal
A Novel
by Drew Magary

ISBN: 9780143119821
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Penguin Publishing Group
Pub. Date: 2011-08-30
Pages: 384
Price: $17.50

John Farrell is about to get "The Cure." 
Old age can never kill him now. 
The only problem is, everything else still can . . .Imagine a near future where a cure for aging is discovered and-after  much political and moral debate-made
available to people worldwide.  Immortality, however, comes with its own unique problems-including evil  green people, government euthanasia programs, a
disturbing new  religious cult, and other horrors. Witty, eerie, and full of humanity,  The Postmortal is an unforgettable thriller that envisions a  pre-
apocalyptic world so real that it is completely terrifying.
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 Sacre Bleu

A Comedy d'Art
by Christopher Moore

ISBN: 9780061779756
Binding: Paperback 
Series: P.S.
Publisher: HarperCollins Publishers
Pub. Date: 2012-10-01
Pages: 400
Price: $21.00

In July 1890, Vincent van Gogh went into a cornfield and shot himself. Or did he?
Vincent's friends, baker-turned-painter Lucien Lessard and bon vivant Henri Toulouse-Lautrec, have their doubts. Now they're determined to answer the
questions surrounding van Gogh's untimely death--like who was the crooked little "color man" Vincent claimed was stalking him across France . . . and why
had the painter recently become deathly afraid of a certain shade of blue? Ooh la la, quelle surprise, and zut alors, what follows is a surreal odyssey and
brothel-crawl deep into the art world of late-nineteenth-century Paris, as the one, the only, Christopher Moore cooks up a delectable confection of intrigue,
passion, and art history . . . with cancan girls, baguettes, and fine French cognac thrown in for good measure.

 Self-Help
by  Lorrie Moore

ISBN: 9780307277299
Binding: Paperback 
Series: Vintage Contemporaries
Publisher: Knopf Doubleday Publishing Group
Pub. Date: 2007-03-13
Pages: 176
Price: $17.00

In these tales of loss and pleasure, lovers and family, a woman learns to conduct an affair, a child of divorce dances with her mother, and a woman with a
terminal illness contemplates her exit. Filled with the sharp humor, emotional acuity, and joyful language Moore has become famous for, these nine
glittering tales marked the introduction of an extravagantly gifted writer.

 The Testament of Mary
by Colm Toibin

ISBN: 9780771084157
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: McClelland & Stewart
Pub. Date: 2014-04-01
Pages: 112
Price: $18.95

In the ancient town of Ephesus, Mary lives alone, years after her son's crucifixion. She has no interest in collaborating with the authors of the Gospel -- her
keepers, who provide her with food and shelter and visit her regularly. She does not agree that her son is the Son of God; nor that his death was "worth it;"
nor that the "group of misfits he gathered around him, men who could not look a woman in the eye," were holy disciples. Mary judges herself ruthlessly (she
did not stay at the foot of the Cross until her son died -- she fled, to save herself), and is equally harsh on her judgement of others. This woman who we know
from centuries of paintings and scripture as the docile, loving, silent, long-suffering, obedient, worshipful mother of Christ becomes a tragic heroine with the
relentless eloquence of Electra or Medea or Antigone. Tóibín's tour de force of imagination and language is a portrait so vivid and convincing that our image
of Mary will be forever transformed.
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 Two Serious Ladies

by Jane Bowles

ISBN: 9780062283122
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: HarperCollins Publishers
Pub. Date: 2014-02-14
Pages: 224
Price: $18.50

The only novel by avant-garde literary star Jane Bowles, the highly influential wife of legendary writer Paul Bowles, Two Serious Ladies is a modernist cult
classic, mysterious, profound, anarchic, and funny, that follows two "respectable" women as they descend into debauchery--updated with an introduction by
Claire Messud, bestselling author of The Emperor's Children and The Woman Upstairs.
Christina Goering, eccentric and adventurous, and Frieda Copperfield, anxious but enterprising, are two serious ladies who want to live outside of
themselves. Old friends, each will take a surprising path in search of salvation: during a visit to Panama, Mrs. Copperfield abandons her husband, finding
solace in a relationship with a teenage prostitute; while Miss Goering, a wealthy spinster, pursues sainthood via sordid encounters with the basest of men. At
the end the two women meet again, each radically altered by her experience.
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 Zeus Grants Stupid Wishes

A No-Bullshit Guide to World Mythology
by Cory O'brien

ISBN: 9780399160400
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Penguin Publishing Group
Pub. Date: 2013-03-05
Pages: 304
Price: $15.00

Get this:

Cronus liked to eat babies.

Narcissus probably should have just learned to masturbate.

Odin got construction discounts with bestiality.

Isis had bad taste in jewelry.

Ganesh was the very definition of an unplanned pregnancy.

And Abraham was totally cool about stabbing his kid in the face.

All our lives, we've been fed watered-down, PC versions of the classic myths. In reality, mythology is more screwed up than a schizophrenic shaman doing
hits of unidentified...wait, it all makes sense now. In Zeus Grants Stupid Wishes, Cory O'Brien, creator of Myths RETOLD!, sets the stories straight. These
are rude, crude, totally sacred texts told the way they were meant to be ...
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