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by Steven Sandor
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Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: James Lorimer & Company Ltd., Publishers
Pub. Date: 2015-09-21
Pages: 160
Price: $14.95

Maurice and Vijay are thrilled to be the only grade nine students to make the junior football team. But it soon becomes clear that their coach, Bob Jones, who
has just been elected mayor, has his own reasons for giving his two new players preferential treatment.
Massive media coverage of the outspoken Coach Jones starts turning up allegations of illegal behaviour, including use of crack cocaine. And the ego-driven
competitiveness that won Jones the mayor's office fuels his abusive coaching style. 
But Jones has many dedicated supporters, including Vijay's father, who say Jones cares about the little people and credits him with saving his football
players from a life of drugs and gangs.Maurice and Vijay finally decide that they've had enough. But can they get the rest of the team, especially the older
players who resent them as "minor niners," to help them take control from the man the whole world knows as the Crack Coach?
While based on a situation taken directly from the headlines, Steven Sandor offers a compelling and entirely fictional story that explores what happens when
young players strive to take action that addresses an unexpected and destructive issue -- rather than waiting for adults to face up to the problem.
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"I hit him so hard, the clash of helmets and pads sounded like a gunshot across the field. I crushed him with the hit, held on to him and crushed him again
when I slammed him into the ground . . . I had arrived." Arlo Brodie loves being at the heart of the action on the football field, getting hit hard and hitting
back harder. Arlo's dad cheers him on, but his mother quotes head injury statistics and refuses to watch games. Arlo's girlfriend tries to make him see how
dangerously he's playing; when that doesn't work, she calls time out on their relationship.Even Arlo's coaches begin to track his hit count, ready to pull him
off the field when he nears the limit. But for Arlo the winning plays, the cheering crowds, and the adrenaline rush are enough to convince him that
everything is OK--in spite of the pain, the pounding, the dizziness, and the confusion. "Powerful." --The New York Times Book Review "Sharp." --Sports
Illustrated "Heart-pounding." --Washington Independent Review of Books "A powerful provocative look at the dark side of popular sports and their potential
cost." --Publishers Weekly "This unflinching examination of the price of athletic power with plenty of bone-crunching play-by-play action, is both thought-
provoking and formidable." --The Horn Book Magazine &#194;A Booklist 2015 Top Ten Sports Books for Youth A Junior Library Guild Selection

 Losers Take All
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In this table-turning novel about the thrill of defeat and the agony of victory, the new rule at Jack Logan's sports-crazy New Jersey high school is that all kids
must play on a team. So Jack and a ragtag group of anti-athletic friends decide to get even. They are going to start a rebel JV soccer team whose mission is to
avoid victory at any cost, setting out to secretly undermine the jock culture of the school. But as the team's losing formula becomes increasingly successful at
attracting fans and attention, Jack and his teammates are winning in ways they never expected-and don't know how to handle.
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