
   Intermediate Novels

 Amal Unbound
by Aisha Saeed

ISBN: 9780399544682
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Penguin Young Readers Group
Pub. Date: 2018-05-08
Pages: 240
Price: $23.99

"Saeed's timely and stirring middle-grade debut is a celebration of resistance and justice."--Kirkus Reviews, starred review

The compelling story of a girl's fight to regain her life and dreams after being forced into indentured servitude.

Life is quiet and ordinary in Amal's Pakistani village, but she had no complaints, and besides, she's busy pursuing her dream of becoming a teacher one day.
Her dreams are temporarily dashed when--as the eldest daughter--she must stay home from school to take care of her siblings. Amal is upset, but she doesn't
lose hope and finds ways to continue learning. Then the unimaginable happens--after an accidental run-in with the son of her village's corrupt landlord, Amal
must work as his family's servant to pay off her own family's debt. 

Life at the opulent Khan estate is full of heartbreak and struggle for Amal--especially when she inadvertently makes an enemy of a girl named Nabila. Most
troubling, though, is Amal's growing awareness of the Khans' nefarious dealings. When it becomes clear just how far they will go to protect their interests,
Amal realizes she will have to find a way to work with others if they are ever to exact change in a cruel status quo, and if Amal is ever to achieve her dreams.

 Breakout
by Kate Messner

ISBN: 9781681195360
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Bloomsbury USA
Pub. Date: 2018-06-05
Pages: 448
Price: $23.99

Told in letters, poems, text messages, news stories, and comics--a series of documents Nora collects for the Wolf Creek Community Time Capsule
Project--Breakout is a thrilling story that will leave readers thinking about who's really welcome in the places we call home.
Nora Tucker is looking forward to summer vacation in Wolf Creek--two months of swimming, popsicles, and brushing up on her journalism skills for the
school paper. But when two inmates break out of the town's maximum security prison, everything changes. Doors are locked, helicopters fly over the woods,
and police patrol the school grounds. Worst of all, everyone is on edge, and fear brings out the worst in some people Nora has known her whole life. Even if
the inmates are caught, she worries that home might never feel the same.
A Mighty Girl Best Book of the Year
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 The Button War

A Tale of the Great War
by UNKNOWN

ISBN: 9780763690533
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Candlewick
Pub. Date: 2018-06-12
Pages: 240
Price: $21.99

Renowned, award-winning author Avi pens a stark, unflinching tale of ordinary boys living in wartime as tensions -- and desperations -- mount among them.

Twelve-year-old Patryk knows little of the world beyond his tiny Polish village; the Russians have occupied the land for as long as anyone can remember,
but otherwise life is unremarkable. Patryk and his friends entertain themselves by coming up with dares -- some more harmful than others -- until the
Germans drop a bomb on the schoolhouse and the Great War comes crashing in. As control of the village falls from one nation to another, Jurek, the
ringleader of these friends, devises the best dare yet: whichever boy steals the finest military button will be king. But as sneaking buttons from uniforms
hanging to dry progresses to looting the bodies of dead soldiers -- and as Jurek's obsession with being king escalates -- Patryk begins to wonder whether their
"button war" is still just a game. When devastation reaches their doorstep, the lines between the button war and the real war blur, especially for the
increasingly callous Jurek. Master of historical fiction Avi delivers a fierce account of the boys of one war-torn village who are determined to prove
themselves with a simple dare that spins disastrously out of control.

 Ghost Boys
by Jewell P. Rhodes

ISBN: 9780316262286
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Little, Brown Books for Young Readers
Pub. Date: 2018-04-17
Pages: 224
Price: $22.99

A heartbreaking and powerful story about a black boy killed by a police officer, drawing connections through history, from award-winning author Jewell
Parker Rhodes.
An instant New York Times bestsellerAn instant IndieBound bestsellerThe #1 Kids' Indie Next PickA Walter Award winner 
Only the living can make the world better. Live and make it better.
Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun for a real threat. As a ghost, he observes the devastation that's been unleashed
on his family and community in the wake of what they see as an unjust and brutal killing.
Soon Jerome meets another ghost: Emmett Till, a boy from a very different time but similar circumstances. Emmett helps Jerome process what has
happened, on a journey towards recognizing how historical racism may have led to the events that ended his life. Jerome also meets Sarah, the daughter of
the police officer, who grapples with her father's actions.
Once again Jewell Parker Rhodes deftly weaves historical and socio-political layers into a gripping and poignant story about how children and families face
the complexities of today's world, and how one boy grows to understand American blackness in the aftermath of his own death.

 Lions & Liars
by Kate Beasley

ISBN: 9780374302634
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Farrar, Straus and Giroux (BYR)
Pub. Date: 2018-06-05
Pages: 304
Price: $22.50

Frederick Frederickson has a food-chain theory about life. There are lions, like the school bully. Gazelles, like the bullied kids. There are meerkats, and the
fleas that live on the butts of meerkats. Frederick's a flea.
Fifth grade is off to a terrible start when Frederick is sent to a disciplinary camp for troublesome boys. His fellow troop mates--Nosebleed, Specs, The
Professor, and little-yet-lethal Ant Bite--are terrifying. But in between trust-building exercises and midnight escape attempts, a tenuous friendship grows
between them. Which is lucky, because a Category 5 hurricane is coming and everyone will have to work together--lions and fleas alike--to survive! 
Kate Beasley outdoes herself in this hilarious, whip-smart tale of brotherhood, survival, and what it really means to be a friend.
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 The Wild Robot Escapes

by Peter Brown

ISBN: 9780316382045
Binding: Hardback 
Series: The Wild Robot
Publisher: Little, Brown Books for Young Readers
Pub. Date: 2018-03-13
Pages: 288
Price: $19.99

An instant New York Times bestseller! 
The sequel to the bestselling The Wild Robot, by award-winning author Peter Brown 
Shipwrecked on a remote, wild island, Robot Roz learned from the unwelcoming animal inhabitants and adapted to her surroundings--but can she survive the
challenges of the civilized world and find her way home to Brightbill and the island?
From bestselling and award-winning author and illustrator Peter Brown comes a heartwarming and action-packed sequel to his New York Times bestselling
The Wild Robot, about what happens when nature and technology collide.
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