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 The Heaven Shop
by Deborah Ellis

ISBN: 9781554550869
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Fitzhenry and Whiteside
Pub. Date: 2007-10-17
Pages: 186
Price: $12.95

There is a lion in our village, and it is carrying away our children.
At her father's funeral, Binti's grandmother utters the words that no one in Malawi wants to hear. Binti's father and her mother before him, died of AIDS.
Binti, her sister, and brother are separated and sent to the home of relatives who can barely tolerate their presence. Ostracized by their extended family, the
orphans are treated like the lowest servants. With her brother far away and her sister wallowing in her own sorrow, Binti can hardly contain her rage. She,
Binti Phirim, was once a child star of a popular radio program. Now she is scraping to survive. Binti always believed she was special, now she is nothing but
a common AIDS orphan. Binti Phiri is not about to give up. Even as she clings to hope that her former life will be restored, she must face a greater challenge.
If she and her brother and sister are to reunited, Binti Phiri will have to look outside herself and find a new way to be special. Compelling and uplifting, The
Heaven Shop, is a contemporary novel that puts a very real face on the African AIDS pandemic, which to-date has orphaned more than 11 million African
children.
Inspired by a young radio performer the author met during her research visit to Malawi, Binti Phiri is a compelling character that readers will never forget.

 I Am a Taxi
by Deborah Ellis

ISBN: 9780888997364
Binding: Paperback 
Series: The Cocalero Novels
Publisher: House of Anansi/Groundwood Books
Pub. Date: 2006-09-01
Pages: 208
Price: $9.95

Diego, 12, lives in prison in the city of Cochabamba, Bolivia, stuck there with his parents, who have been falsely arrested for smuggling drugs. He attends
school and works as a "taxi," running errands for the inmates in the great street market. Then his friend, Mando, persuades him to make big money, and the
boys find themselves stomping coca leaves in cocaine pits in the jungle, with local gangsters and a smooth boss who supplies "hungry noses" in America.
Readers will be caught up by the nonstop action in the prison, and also in the jungle survival adventure, where escape is tempered by the specter of death.
The connection between medicinal coca leaves, sacred to the indigenous people, and their exploitation by the global drug runners is not entirely clear, but, as
in The Breadwinner (2001) and many of her previous books, Ellis tells a bold story of contemporary kids in crisis and brutally exploited far away. A sequel
is on the way.
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 Looks Like Daylight

Voices of Indigenous Kids
by Deborah Ellis

ISBN: 9781554981205
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Groundwood Books Ltd
Pub. Date: 2013-09-30
Pages: 256
Price: $15.95

After her critically acclaimed books of interviews with Afghan, Iraqi, Israeli and Palestinian children, Deborah Ellis turns her attention closer to home. For
two years she traveled across the United States and Canada interviewing Native children. The result is a compelling collection of interviews with children
aged nine to eighteen. They come from all over the continent, from Iqaluit to Texas, Haida Gwaai to North Carolina, and their stories run the gamut -- some
heartbreaking; many others full of pride and hope.
             You'll meet Tingo, who has spent most of his young life living in foster homes and motels, and is now thriving after becoming involved with a
Native Friendship Center; Myleka and Tulane, young artists in Utah; Eagleson, who started drinking at age twelve but now continues his family tradition
working as a carver in Seattle; Nena, whose Seminole ancestors remained behind in Florida during the Indian Removals, and who is heading to New Mexico
as winner of her local science fair; Isabella, who defines herself more as Native than American; Destiny, with a family history of alcoholism and suicide,
who is now a writer and powwow dancer. 
            Many of these children are living with the legacy of the residential schools; many have lived through the cycle of foster care. Many others have found
something in their roots that sustains them, have found their place in the arts, the sciences, athletics. Like all kids, they want to find something that engages
them; something they love.
            Deborah briefly introduces each child and then steps back, letting the kids speak directly to the reader, talking about their daily lives, about the things
that interest them, and about how being Native has affected who they are and how they see the world. 
            As one reviewer has pointed out, Deborah Ellis gives children a voice that they may not otherwise have the oppor ...

 Lunch With Lenin & Other Stories
by Deborah Ellis

ISBN: 9781554551057
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Fitzhenry and Whiteside
Pub. Date: 2008-10-03
Pages: 192
Price: $14.95

Deborah Ellis's first collection of short stories explores the lives of children who have been affected directly, or indirectly, by drugs. Sometimes touching and
often surprising, the stories are set against backdrops as diverse as the remote north and small town America to Moscow's Red Square and an opium farm in
Afghanistan.

This is an unforgettable collection of stories that will elicit discussions about the toll drugs take on the lives of teenagers and their families.

 Moon at Nine
by  Deborah Ellis

ISBN: 9781927485590
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Pajama Press
Pub. Date: 2014-04-01
Pages: 224
Price: $16.95

Fifteen-year-old Farrin has many secrets. Although she goes to a school for gifted girls in Tehran, as the daughter of an aristocratic mother and wealthy
father, Farrin must keep a low profile. It is 1988; ever since the Shah was overthrown, the deeply conservative and religiousgovernment controls every facet
of life in Iran. If the Revolutionary Guard finds out about her mother's Bring Back the Shah activities, her family could be thrown in jail, or worse.The day
she meets Sadira, Farrin's life changes forever. Sadira is funny, wise, and outgoing; the two girls become inseparable. But as their friendship deepens into
romance, the relationship takes a dangerous turn. It is against the law to be gay in Iran; the punishment is death. Despite their efforts to keep their love secret,
the girls are discovered and arrested. Separated fromSadira, Farrin can only pray as she awaits execution. Will her family find a way to save them
both?Based on real-life events, multi-award winning author Deborah Ellis's new book is a tense and riveting story about a world where homosexuality is
considered so abhorrent that it is punishable by death.
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 No Ordinary Day

by Deborah Ellis

ISBN: 9781554981083
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Groundwood Books Ltd
Pub. Date: 2011-09-10
Pages: 160
Price: $9.95

There's not much that upsets young Valli. Even though her days are spent picking coal and fighting with her cousins, life in the coal town of Jharia, India, is
the only life she knows. The only sight that fills her with terror are the monsters who live on the other side of the train tracks -- the lepers. Valli and the other
children throw stones at them. No matter how hard her life is, she tells herself, at least she will never be one of them.
Then she discovers that she is not living with family after all, that her "aunt" was a stranger who was paid money to take Valli off her own family's hands.
She decides to leave Jharia . . . and so begins a series of adventures that takes her to Kolkata, the city of the gods.
It's not so bad. Valli finds that she really doesn't need much to live. She can "borrow" the things she needs and then pass them on to people who need them
more than she does. It helps that though her bare feet become raw wounds as she makes her way around the city, she somehow feels no pain. But when she
happens to meet a doctor on the ghats by the river, Valli learns that she has leprosy. Despite being given a chance to receive medical care, she cannot bear
the thought that she is one of those monsters she has always feared, and she flees, to an uncertain life on the street.

 No Safe Place
by Deborah Ellis

ISBN: 9780888999740
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Groundwood Books Ltd
Pub. Date: 2010-09-01
Pages: 208
Price: $12.95

Abdul had almost forgotten about the smuggler until he heard a voice roar up from the sea and felt a slap so hard on the side of the boat that the shudder ran
up and down its spine.  A fat hand appeared out of the depths and gripped the edge of the boat...And then it was a if Neptune himself was trying to climb into
the boat.  It tipped over almost ninety degrees and was edging to a complete flip when Cheslav took  an oar and smashed it down on the smuggler's hands...
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