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 Eight World Cups
My Journey through the Beauty and Dark Side of Soccer
by George Vecsey

ISBN: 9781250068286
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: St. Martin's Press
Pub. Date: 2015-06-02
Pages: 336
Price: $19.50

Blending witty travelogue with action on the field-and shady dealings in back rooms-George Vecsey offers an eye-opening, globe-trotting account of eight
World Cups. He immerses himself in the great national leagues, historic clubs, and devoted fans and provides his up-close impressions of charismatic soccer
stars like SÃ³crates, Maradona, Baggio, and Zidane, while also chronicling the rise of the U.S. men's and women's teams.Vecsey shows how each host nation
has made the World Cup its own, from the all-night street parties in Spain in 1982 to the roar of vuvuzelas in South Africa in 2010, as the game in the
stadium is backed up by the game in the street. But the joy is sometimes undermined by those who style themselves the game's protectors.The paperback
edition also includes a new afterword about the 2014 World Cup in Brazil, which reached new levels of excitement and interest, especially in the United
States. Vecsey's sharp reporting and eye for detail make his book an unforgettable journey.

 Billy Martin
Baseball's Flawed Genius
by Bill Pennington

ISBN: 9780544022096
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Pub. Date: 2015-04-07
Pages: 544
Price: $39.00

   The definitive biography of one of baseball's most celebrated, mercurial, and misunderstood figures      Billy Martin is a story of contrasts. He was the
clutch second baseman for the dominant New York Yankees of the 1950s. He then spent sixteen seasons managing in the big leagues, and is considered by
anyone who knows baseball to have been a true baseball genius, a field manager without peer. Yet he's remembered more for his habit of kicking dirt on
umpires, for being hired and fired by George Steinbrenner five times, and for his rabble rousing and public brawls. He was combative, fiery, intimidating,
and controversial, yet beloved by the everyday fan. He was hard on his players and even harder on himself. He knew how to turn around a losing team like
no one else--and how to entertain us every step of the way.   Now, with his definitive biography Billy Martin, Pennington finally erases the caricature of
Martin. Drawing on exhaustive interviews with friends, family, teammates, and countless adversaries, Pennington paints an indelible portrait of a man who
never backed down for the game he loved. From his shantytown upbringing in a broken home; to his days playing for the Yankees when he almost always
helped his team find a way to win; through sixteen years of managing, including his tenure in New York in the crosshairs of Steinbrenner and Reggie
Jackson, Billy Martin made sure no one ever ignored him. And indeed no one could. He was the hero, the antihero, and the alter ego--or some combination
of all three--for his short sixty-one years among us.   

 Casting Quiet Waters
Reflections on Life and Fishing
by  Jake Macdonald

ISBN: 9781771640244
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Greystone Books Ltd.
Pub. Date: 2014-09-26
Pages: 232
Price: $19.95

Casting Quiet Waters is a major collection of reflections on the human condition through the lens of fishing. 
In this volume of essays by some of North America's most respected literary writers, each author takes us on a fishing trip that provides an opportunity to
explore issues of the human condition. The writer and the angler both toss lines, chase shadows, and spend countless hours pondering what might have been.
In life, as in fishing, the trophy always gets away. But the writer at least brings home a story. 
Authors include: 
oDavid Adams Richards oWayne Curtis oTom McGuane oCharles Gaines oDavid Carpenter oIan Pearson oKenneth Kidd oJake MacDonald oMarni
Jackson oAnnie Proulx oCharles Wilkins oIan Frazier
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 Concussion Inc.

The End of Football As We Know It
by Irvin Muchnick

ISBN: 9781770411388
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: ECW Press
Pub. Date: 2015-02-01
Pages: 300
Price: $19.95

Inside the controversial and newsworthy issue of concussions in American football -- Muchnick's trademark no-holds-barred investigation reveals the
corruption and scandals in real time
Traumatic brain injury in football is not incidental, but an inevitable and central aspect of the sport. Starting in high school, through college, and into the
NFL, young players face repeated head trauma, and those sustained injuries create lifelong cognitive and functional difficulties.
Muchnick's Concussion Inc. blog exposed the decades-long cover-up of scientific research into sports concussions and the ongoing denial to radically reform
football in North America. This compilation from Muchnick's no-holds-barred investigative website reveals the complete head injury story as it developed,
from the doctor who played fast and loose with the facts about the efficacy of the state-mandated concussion management system for high school football
players, to highly touted solutions that are more self-serving cottage industry than of any genuine benefit.
Known for extensive reporting on the tragic story of the Chris Benoit murder-suicide, Muchnick turns his investigative analysis to traumatic brain injury and
probes deep into the corporate, government, and media corruption that has enabled the $10-billion-a-year National Football League to trigger a public health
crisis.

 Cycle of Lies
The Fall of Lance Armstrong
by Juliet Macur

ISBN: 9780062277237
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: HarperCollins
Pub. Date: 2015-04-07
Pages: 480
Price: $19.99

In June 2013, when Lance Armstrong fled his palatial home in Texas, downsizing in the face of multimillion-dollar lawsuits, Juliet Macur was
there--listening to Armstrong's version of the truth. She was one of the few media members aside from Oprah Winfrey to be granted extended one-on-one
access to the most famous pariah in sports before and after the scandal.
Macur gives the unfolding narrative of Armstrong's life depth and breadth with the firsthand accounts of more than one hundred witnesses, including family
members whom Armstrong had long since turned his back on. Perhaps most damning of all is taped testimony of the late J. T. Neal, the most influential of
Armstrong's many father figures, recorded in the final years of Neal's life as he lost his battle with cancer just as Armstrong gained fame for surviving the
disease.
In the end, it was Armstrong's former friends, those who had once occupied the precious space of his inner circle, who dealt Armstrong his fatal blow by
breaking the code of silence that shielded the public from the grim truth about the sport of cycling--and the grim truth about its golden boy, Armstrong.
Threading together the vivid and disparate voices of those with intimate knowledge of the private and public Armstrong, Macur weaves a comprehensive and
unforgettably rich tapestry of one man's astonishing rise to global fame and fortune, and his devastating fall from grace.

 He Shoots, He Saves
The Story of Hockey's Collectible Treasures
by Jon Waldman

ISBN: 9781770410022
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: ECW Press
Pub. Date: 2015-02-01
Pages: 372
Price: $19.95

Explore hockey's history through its unique and most desirable memorabilia
Whether it's a ticket stub from a game that father and son saw together, an autographed photograph from a hero, or a puck that went up and over the boards,
hockey memorabilia is a record of our beloved sport's history.
He Shoots, He Saves looks at hockey's collectibles from hockey cards to commemorative beer cans to postage stamps. The book features artifacts from all 30
NHL teams, the greatest players of all-time, the WHA, the international game including the Summit Series, and the women's game. Hockey greats such as
Martin Brodeur, Frank Mahovlich, Ted Lindsay, and Sidney Crosby recall their own days collecting and offer their perspectives on memorabilia.
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 It Was THIS BIG!

Humorous Adventures of a Canadian Fisherman
by Bruce Tilbrook

ISBN: 9781897277812
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Lone Pine Publishing
Pub. Date: 2015-04-01
Pages: 264
Price: $16.95

Bruce Tilbrook hooks you with his unique brand of humor and observations about fly-fishing and reels you in with this collection of entertaining stories
about the men of the river:-One fly-tying expert believes tasting his flies helps him understand the feeding behavior of the trout-On a day of excellent
casting, no fish were biting, but suddenly a form rose out of the water in front of Bruce; his catch was of the human variety-Bruce once showed his catch to a
Fish and Wildlife Officer, not realizing he was one fish over the limit, and he earned himself a ticket you'd think would go to someone hiding a whole trunk
full of fish.

 Money and Soccer
A Soccernomics Guide:Why Chievo Verona, Unterhaching, and Scunthorpe United Will
Never Win the ChampionsAE League, Why Manchester City, Roma, and Paris St. Germain
Can, and Why Real Madrid, Bayern Munich, and Manchester United Cannot Be
by Stefan Szymanski

ISBN: 9781568584768
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Nation Books
Pub. Date: 2015-06-01
Pages: 320
Price: $21.50

Modern soccer is big business. From the ill-received takeover of Manchester United by the Glazer family to Paris Saint Germain's current shopping spree for
the best footballers on the planet, soccer finance has become an increasingly important part of the game.Barely a summer goes by now without a cherished
club going into administration or a wealthy businessman funding a mid table team's ascension to Champions League competitor.  Meanwhile, the twice-
annual multi-million dollar merry-go-round of transfer season sees players (and now managers) signed for sums thought impossible just a decade ago.
Understanding soccer finance has become essential for comprehending the beautiful game. But for many fans, soccer finance remains, frustratingly, a
worldthat is opaque and difficult to grasp.Stefan Szymanski, co-author of the bestsellingSoccernomics, tackles every soccer fan's burning questions inMoney
and Soccer: A Soccernomics Guide. From the abolition of the maximum wage in the 1960s, through to the impact of TV money both at home and abroad in
the 1990s and 2000s, Szymanski explains how money, or lack of, affects your favorite club. Drawing on extensive research into financial records dating back
to the 1970s, Szymanski provides clear analysis of the way that clubs have transformed in the modern era.This book isn't limited to European clubs.
Szymanski, a renowned expert on sports management and economics, looks at what we can learn from comparing the ascension of Europe's biggest clubs to
their lofty perches and with new financial models across the world. Through careful research and informative stories drawn from around the globe,
Szymanski provides an accessible guide to the world of soccer finance.
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 Natural Born Heroes

How a Daring Band of Misfits Mastered the Lost Secrets of Strength and Endurance
by Christophe Mcdougall

ISBN: 9780307594969
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Alfred A. Knopf
Pub. Date: 2015-04-14
Pages: 352
Price: $32.00

The best-selling author of Born to Run now travels to the Mediterranean, where he discovers that the secrets of ancient Greek heroes are still alive and well
on the island of Crete, and ready to be unleashed in the muscles and minds of casual athletes and aspiring heroes everywhere. 

 After running an ultramarathon through the Copper Canyons of Mexico, Christopher McDougall finds his next great adventure on the razor-sharp mountains
of Crete, where a band of Resistance fighters in World War II plotted the daring abduction of a German general from the heart of the Nazi occupation. How
did a penniless artist, a young shepherd, and a playboy poet believe they could carry out such a remarkable feat of strength and endurance, smuggling the
general past thousands of Nazi pursuers, with little more than their own wits and courage to guide them? 

 McDougall makes his way to the island to find the answer and retrace their steps, experiencing firsthand the extreme physical challenges the Resistance
fighters and their local allies faced. On Crete, the birthplace of the classical Greek heroism that spawned the likes of Herakles and Odysseus, McDougall
discovers the tools of the hero--natural movement, extraordinary endurance, and efficient nutrition. All of these skills, McDougall learns, are still practiced in
far-flung pockets throughout the world today.

 More than a mystery of remarkable people and cunning schemes, Natural Born Heroes is a fascinating investigation into the lost art of the hero, taking us
from the streets of London at midnight to the beaches of Brazil at dawn, from the mountains of ...

 No Excuses
Growing Up Deaf and Achieving My Super Bowl Dreams
by Derrick Coleman

ISBN: 9781476796581
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Gallery/Jeter Publishing
Pub. Date: 2015-06-02
Pages: 272
Price: $32.99

Trailblazing Seattle Seahawks fullback Derrick Coleman Jr.--the first deaf athlete to play offense in the NFL--tells his inspirational journey of persevering
through every obstacle, remaining dedicated to the hard work and a no-excuses attitude that ultimately earned him a Super Bowl victory. Great for readers of
all ages.Even at a young age, if anyone told Derrick Coleman what he couldn't do, he'd just reply, "Watch me." Diagnosed as hearing-impaired at age three,
he faced a potentially limited future, but neither he nor his family were going to let that happen. Now Derrick shares the story of his remarkable journey
toward NFL stardom, of the friends and colleagues who cheered him on when skeptics tried to chip away at his confidence, and of how every challenge he
faced only strengthened his resolve. At the heart of his story is his unconventional family, whose one constant was always love. When Derrick was
misunderstood as "difficult," or bullied and laughed at by schoolmates, he removed his hearing aids and listened instead to his mother's advice: Never let
anyone else tell you how far you can go. Playing football became an outlet for Derrick's restless energy and a way of proving he could forge his own path.
As a senior at UCLA, he became a standout, an award-winning player who led his team with eleven touchdowns and demonstrated to the world what his
heart had known all along: He had what it took to be a champion. No Excuses is more than just Derrick Coleman's story as a sports legend, inspirational role
model, and icon. It's a motivating and unique testament to the human spirit, to the potential inside everyone who has ever faced difficult obstacles. It's about
aiming high in life, giving it your all, and never ever settling for excuses.
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 The Professor in the Cage

Why Men Fight and Why We Like to Watch
by Jonathan Gottschall

ISBN: 9781594205637
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Penguin Press
Pub. Date: 2015-04-14
Pages: 304
Price: $31.00

An English professor begins training in the sport of mixed martial arts and explores the science and history behind the violence of men

When a mixed martial arts (MMA) gym moves in across the street from his office, Jonathan Gottschall sees a challenge, and an opportunity. Pushing forty,
out of shape, and disenchanted with his job as an adjunct English professor, part of him yearns to cross the street and join up. The other part is terrified.
Gottschall eventually works up his nerve, and starts training for a real cage fight. He's fighting not only as a personal test but also to answer questions that
have intrigued him for years: Why do men fight? And why do so many seemingly decent people like to watch?

In The Professor in the Cage, Gottschall's unlikely journey from the college classroom to the fighting cage drives an important new investigation into the
science and history of violence. Mixed martial arts is a full-contact hybrid sport in which fighters punch, choke, and kick each other into submission. MMA
requires intense strength, endurance, and skill; the fights are bloody, brutal, and dangerous. Yet throughout the last decade, cage fighting has evolved from a
small-time fringe spectacle banned in many states to the fastest-growing spectator sport in America.

But the surging popularity of MMA, far from being new, is just one more example of our species' insatiable interest not just in violence but in the rituals that
keep violence contained. From duels to football to the roughhousing of children, humans are masters of what Gottschall calls the monkey dance: a dizzying
variety of rule-bound contests that establish hierarchies while minimizing ...

 The Secret of Golf
The Story of Tom Watson and Jack Nicklaus
by Joe Posnanski

ISBN: 9781476766430
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Simon & Schuster
Pub. Date: 2015-06-09
Pages: 256
Price: $34.99

New York Times BestsellerThe first time they met, at an exhibition match in 1967, Tom Watson was a seventeen-year-old high school student and Jack
Nicklaus, at twenty-seven, was already the greatest golfer in the world. Though they shared some similarities--they were both Midwestern boys who had
learned how to play golf at their fathers' country clubs--they differed in many ways. Nicklaus played a game of consummate control and precision. Watson
hit the ball all over the place. Nicklaus lacked charm and theatrics, and he was thoroughly despised by most golf fans because he had displaced Arnold
Palmer as king of the golf world. Watson was one of those Arnold Palmer fans. Yet over the next twenty years their seemingly divergent paths collided as
they battled against each other again and again for a place at the top of the sport and drove each other to ever-soaring heights of accomplishment.  Spanning
from that first match through the "Duel in the Sun" at Turnberry in 1977 to Watson's miraculous near-victory at Turnberry as he approached sixty, and
informed by interviews with both players over many years, The Secret of Golf is Joe Posnanski's intimate account of the most remarkable rivalry and
(eventual) friendship in modern golf.
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 Men in Green

by Michael Bamberger

ISBN: 9781476743820
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Simon & Schuster
Pub. Date: 2015-04-07
Pages: 272
Price: $32.50

Instant New York Times Bestseller "Maybe the best golf book I've ever read." --Bill Reynolds, The Providence Journal "Surprisingly candid...Bamberger
doesn't flinch at portraying the Tour's earthier aspects...But the book is overwhelmingly a love song." --John Paul Newport, The Wall Street JournalWas golf
better back in the day? In Men in Green, Michael Bamberger, who fell for the game as a teenager in its wild Sansabelt-and-persimmon 1970s heyday, goes
on a quest to find out. The result is a candid, nostalgic, intimate portrait of golf's greatest generation--then and now--that readers will cherish. One night in a
Chicago restaurant, drunk on chocolate and with the siren song of the road in his head, Bamberger draws up a list of golf heroes. Nine are living legends, like
Arnold and Jack. Nine are secret legends, like Dolphus "Golf Ball" Hull, a windblown tour caddie from Jackson, Mississippi. What they all share is a game
that courses through their collective veins like a drug. Accompanied by a sidekick and friend, a former tour player who is a secret legend himself, Bamberger
seeks to locate and get to know these luminaries. All the while, he is hopeful they will answer a certain difficult question: When and where were you
happiest? In their travels, these detectives from the Golf Division uncover life and death, sickness and health, unusual marriages and unlikely friendships,
trophies lost and won, comic tales from lives lived on the road, lost loves and second chances, and a cheating scandal that reveals volumes about an icon in
their midst. They take us from Arnold Palmer's private warehouse in Latrobe, Pennsylvania to the twelfth green at Augusta National to a trailer park in
Northern California, where an aging tour beauty lives alone with her memories of high times and bright lights. Men in Green time-travels to forgotten places
in a lost world. Inspired by the Roger Kahn classic The Boys of Summer, Bamberger, a senior writer for Sports Illustrated, has written a book that is a
meditation on aging and a celebration of the game and the men and women who made it what it is. Men in Green is a book by a man in middle age revisiting
the power of first love, and a testimony to the truth of an observation once made by the actor Laurence Olivier: "Inside, we're all seventeen, with red lips."

 We Are Your Leafs
The Toronto Maple Leafs Book of Greats
by Michael Ulmer

ISBN: 9780771089015
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: McClelland & Stewart
Pub. Date: 2014-11-04
Pages: 256
Price: $40.00

The Toronto Maple Leafs official book of the greatest players and coaches from yesterday and today! We Are Your Leafs is the first book in an eight-book
partnership between Fenn/Random House and the Toronto Maple Leafs as part of the team's forthcoming centennial celebration plans. It is the absolute must-
have for Leaf fans far and wide! 
     The Toronto Maple Leafs have 61 players and fifteen builders inducted in the Hockey Hall of Fame, more than any other NHL franchise. Their list of
team captains from the past century of hockey reads like an All-Star roster and the names of each net-minder who have stood between the Leafs' pipes
include some of the game's most brilliant goalies. 
     In hockey, there is no other club as recognized and as widely admired as the Leafs. They are baseball's New York Yankees and the NFL's Dallas
Cowboys -- a team that defines the sport, is an iconic ingredient in the culture and traditions of its city, and enjoys fan support well beyond their own market.
     As the Toronto Maple Leafs approach their centennial season, historians, hockey analysts, and fans alike will examine this club's contribution to the game
and the athletes who have given the fans so much to cheer for. In We Are Your Leafs, veteran sports writer Mike Ulmer, in partnership with the Toronto
Maple Leafs, selects and profiles more than 80 of the greatest Leafs of all time. This unique and fully illustrated official publication recognizes the team's
greatest captains, goalies, defencemen, enforcers, coaches, and more. The profiles -- of legends like Johnny Bower, snipers like Phil Kessel, and recent fan
favorites such as Doug Gilmour -- are accompanied by entertaining stories, quotes, stats, and a wealth of Leafs memorabilia and photographs.
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 Why Soccer Matters

by PELE

ISBN: 9780451468758
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Celebra
Pub. Date: 2015-04-07
Pages: 304
Price: $19.00

"I know in my heart that soccer was good to me, and great to the world....I saw, time and again, how the sport improved countless millions of lives, both on
and off the field. For me, at least, that's why soccer matters." 

The world's most popular sport goes by many names--soccer, football, the beautiful game--but fans have always agreed on one thing: The greatest player of
all time was PelÃ©. During his twenty-year career, he was heralded as an international treasure, and his accomplishments on the field proved to be pure
magic: an unprecedented three World Cup championships and the all-time scoring record, with 1,283 goals. Since retiring, he has traveled the world as
soccer's global ambassador, relentlessly promoting the positive ways soccer can transform young men and women, struggling communities, even entire
nations.

Now, for the first time, the legendary star and humanitarian explores the sport's recent history and provides new insights into the game. With unparalleled
openness, he shares his most inspiring experiences, heartwarming stories, and hard-won wisdom. This is PelÃ©'s legacy, his way of passing on everything
he's learned and inspiring a new generation. In Why Soccer Matters, PelÃ© details his ambitious goals for the future of the sport and, by extension, the
world.
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