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 Ashley's War
The Untold Story of a Team of Women Soldiers on the Special Ops Battlefield
by Gayle Tzemach Lemmon

ISBN: 9780062333810
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: HarperCollins
Pub. Date: 2015-04-21
Pages: 320
Price: $33.50

In 2010 the U.S. Army Special Operations Command created Cultural Support Teams, a pilot program to put women on the battlefield alongside Army
Rangers, Green Berets, Navy SEALs, and other special operations teams on sensitive missions in Afghanistan. The idea was that women could access places
and people that had remained out of reach and could build relationships--woman to woman--in ways that male soldiers in a conservative, traditional country
could not. Though officially banned from combat, female soldiers could be "attached" to different teams, and for the first time women throughout the Army,
the National Guard, and the Reserves heard the call to join male soldiers on special ops missions. Each had her own reason for wanting to serve alongside
America's finest fighters--for wanting, as the recruiting poster advertised, "to be part of history."
In Ashley's War, Gayle Tzemach Lemmon uses exhaustive firsthand reporting and a finely tuned understanding of the complexities of war to tell the story of
CST-2, a unit of women handpicked from across the Army, and of the remarkable hero at its heart: First Lieutenant Ashley White. Lemmon reveals how
First Lieutenant White and the pioneers of CST-2 worked to earn the respect of combat-tested special operations warriors and illuminates the very human
stakes of their battlefield successes. 
Transporting readers into the little-known world of the CSTs, a community of fierce women bound together by valor, danger, and the desire to serve,
Ashley's War is a gripping combat narrative and a testament to the unbreakable bond of friendship born of war.

 The Billion Dollar Spy
A True Story of Cold War Espionage and Betrayal
by David E. Hoffman

ISBN: 9780385537605
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Doubleday
Pub. Date: 2015-07-07
Pages: 336
Price: $35.00

From the author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning history The Dead Hand comes the riveting story of a spy who cracked open the Soviet military research
establishment and a penetrating portrait of the CIA's Moscow station, an outpost of daring espionage in the last years of the Cold War
 
   While driving out of the American embassy in Moscow on the evening of February 16, 1978, the chief of the CIA's Moscow station heard a knock on his
car window. A man on the curb handed him an envelope whose contents stunned U.S. intelligence: details of top-secret Soviet research and developments in
military technology that were totally unknown to the United States. In the years that followed, the man, Adolf Tolkachev, an engineer in a Soviet military
design bureau, used his high-level access to hand over tens of thousands of pages of technical secrets. His revelations allowed America to reshape its
weapons systems to defeat Soviet radar on the ground and in the air, giving the United States near total superiority in the skies over Europe.
   One of the most valuable spies to work for the United States in the four decades of global confrontation with the Soviet Union, Tolkachev took enormous
personal risks--but so did the Americans. The CIA had long struggled to recruit and run agents in Moscow, and Tolkachev was a singular breakthrough.
Using spy cameras and secret codes as well as face-to-face meetings in parks and on street corners, Tolkachev and his handlers succeeded for years in
eluding the feared KGB in its own backyard, until the day came when a shocking betrayal put them all at risk. 
   Drawing on previously secret documents obtained from the CIA and on interviews with participants, David Hoffman has created an unprecedented and
poignant portrait of Tolkachev, a man motivated by the depredations of the Soviet state to master the craft of spying against his own country. Stirring,
unpredictable, and at times unbearably tense, The Billion Dollar Spy is a brilliant feat of reporting that unfolds like an espionage thriller.
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 The History of Canada Series

Three Weeks in Quebec City: The Meeting That Made Canada
by Christopher Moore

ISBN: 9780670065257
Binding: Hardback 
Series: History of Canada
Publisher: Penguin Canada
Pub. Date: 2015-05-05
Pages: 272
Price: $35.00

In 1864, thirty-three delegates from five provincial legislatures came to Quebec City to pursue the idea of uniting all the provinces of British North America.
The American Civil War, not yet over, encouraged the small and barely defended provinces to consider uniting for mutual protection. But there were other
factors: the rapid expansion of railways and steamships spurred visions of a continent-spanning new nation.   
  Federation, in principle, had been agreed on at the Charlottetown conference, but now it was time to debate the difficult issues of how a new nation would
be formed. The delegates included John A. Macdonald, George Etienne-Cartier, and George Brown. Historian Christopher Moore demonstrates that
Macdonald, the future prime minister, surprisingly was not the most significant player here, and Canada could have become a very different place. 
  
  The significance of this conference is played out in Canadian news each day. The main point of contention at the time was the issue of power--a strong
federal body versus stronger provincial rights. Because of this conference, we have an elected House of Commons, an appointed Senate, a federal
Parliament, and provincial legislatures. We have what amounts to a Canadian system of checks and balances. Did it work then, and does it work now?

 JFK and LBJ
The Last Two Great Presidents
by Godfrey Hodgson

ISBN: 9780300180503
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Yale University Press
Pub. Date: 2015-05-01
Pages: 288
Price: $37.00

As a young White House correspondent during the Kennedy and Johnson years in Washington, D.C., Godfrey Hodgson had a ringside seat covering the last
two great presidents of the United States, John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson, two men who could not have been more different. Kennedy’s wit and
dashing style, his renown as a national war hero, and his Ivy League Boston Brahmin background stood in sharp contrast to Lyndon Johnson’s rural, humble
origins in Texas, his blunt, forceful (but effective) political style, his lackluster career in the navy, and his grassroots populist instincts. Hodgson, a sharp-
eyed witness throughout the tenure of these two great men, now offers us a new perspective enriched by his reflections since that time a half-century ago. He
offers us a fresh, dispassionate contrast of these two great men by stripping away the myths to assess their achievements, ultimately asking whether Johnson
has been misjudged. He suggests that LBJ be given his due by history, arguing that he was as great a president as, perhaps even greater than, JFK.
 
The seed that grew into this book was the author’s early perception that JFK’s performance in office was largely overrated while LBJ’s was consistently
underrated. Hodgson asks key questions: If Kennedy had lived, would he have matched Johnson’s ambitious Great Society achievements? Would he have
avoided Johnson’s disastrous commitment in Vietnam? Would Nixon have been elected his successor, and if not, how would American politics and parties
look today? Hodgson combines lively anecdotes with sober analyses to arrive at new conclusions about the U.S. presidency and two of the most charismatic
figures ever to govern from the Oval Office.
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 A Kim Jong-Il Production

The Extraordinary True Story of a Kidnapped Filmmaker, His Star Actress, and a Young
Dictator's Rise to Power
by  Paul Fischer

ISBN: 9781250054265
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Flatiron Books
Pub. Date: 2015-02-03
Pages: 368
Price: $32.50

The 1978 abductions of the South Korean actress Choi-Eun-hee and her ex-husband, the director Shin Sang-ok, in Hong Kong is the true crime at the center
of Paul Fischer's gripping and surprisingly timely new book."    -The New York Times   Before becoming the world's most notorious dictator, Kim Jong-Il
ran North Korea's Ministry for Propaganda and its film studios. Conceiving every movie made, he acted as producer and screenwriter. Despite this control,
he was underwhelmed by the available talent and took drastic steps, ordering the kidnapping of Choi Eun-Hee (Madam Choi)-South Korea's most famous
actress-and her ex-husband Shin Sang-Ok, the country's most famous filmmaker.Madam Choi vanished first. When Shin went to Hong Kong to investigate,
he was attacked and woke up wrapped in plastic sheeting aboard a ship bound for North Korea. Madam Choi lived in isolated luxury, allowed only to attend
the Dear Leader's dinner parties. Shin, meanwhile, tried to escape, was sent to prison camp, and "re-educated." After four years he cracked, pledging loyalty.
Reunited with Choi at the first party he attends, it is announced that the couple will remarry and act as the DearLeader's film advisors. Together they made
seven films, in the process gaining Kim Jong-Il's trust. While pretending to research a film in Vienna, they flee to the U.S. embassy and are swept to safety.A
nonfiction thriller packed with tension, passion, and politics, author Paul Fischer's  A Kim Jong-Il Production   offers a rare glimpse into a secretive world,
illuminating a fascinating chapter of North Korea's history that helps explain how it became the hermetically sealed, intensely stage-managed country it
remains today."

 KL
A History of the Nazi Concentration Camps
by Nikolaus Wachsmann

ISBN: 9780374118259
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Farrar Straus & Giroux
Pub. Date: 2015-04-14
Pages: 880
Price: $45.99

The first comprehensive history of the Nazi concentration camps   In a landmark work of history, Nikolaus Wachsmann offers an unprecedented, integrated
account of the Nazi concentration camps from their inception in 1933 through their demise, seventy years ago, in the spring of 1945. The Third Reich has
been studied in more depth than virtually any other period in history, and yet until now there has been no history of the camp system that tells the full story
of its broad development and the everyday experiences of its inhabitants, both perpetrators and victims, and all those living in what Primo Levi called the
gray zone."     In  KL , Wachsmann fills this glaring gap in our understanding. He not only synthesizes a new generation of scholarly work, much of it
untranslated and unknown outside of Germany, but also presents startling revelations, based on many years of archival research, about the functioning and
scope of the camp system. Examining, close up, life and death inside the camps, and adopting a wider lens to show how the camp system was shaped by
changing political, legal, social, economic, and military forces,Wachsmann produces a unified picture of the Nazi regime and its camps that we have never
seen before.     A boldly ambitious work of deep importance, KL  is destined to be a classic in the history of the twentieth century."
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 The Last Empire

The Final Days of the Soviet Union
by Serhii Plokhy

ISBN: 9780465046713
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Basic Books
Pub. Date: 2015-06-01
Pages: 520
Price: $23.99

On Christmas Day, 1991, President George H. W. Bush addressed the nation to declare an American victory in the Cold War: earlier that day Mikhail
Gorbachev had resigned as the first and last Soviet president.  The enshrining of that narrative, one in which the end of the Cold War was linked to the
disintegration of the Soviet Union and the triumph of democratic values over communism, took center stage in American public discourse immediately after
Bush's speech and has persisted for decades-with disastrous consequences for American standing in the world.As prize-winning historian Serhii Plokhy
reveals in The Last Empire, the collapse of the Soviet Union was anything but the handiwork of the United States. On the contrary, American leaders
dreaded the possibility that the Soviet Union-weakened by infighting and economic turmoil-might suddenly crumble, throwing all of Eurasia into chaos.
Bush was firmly committed to supporting his ally and personal friend Gorbachev, and remained wary of nationalist or radical leaders such as recently elected
Russian President Boris Yeltsin. Fearing what might happen to the large Soviet nuclear arsenal in the event of the union's collapse, Bush stood by Gorbachev
as he resisted the growing independence movements in Ukraine, Moldova, and the Caucasus. Plokhy's detailed, authoritative account shows that it was only
after the movement for independence of the republics had gained undeniable momentum on the eve of the Ukrainian vote for independence that fall that
Bush finally abandoned Gorbachev to his fate.Drawing on recently declassified documents and original interviews with key participants, Plokhy presents a
bold new interpretation of the Soviet Union's final months and argues that the key to the Soviet collapse was the inability of the two largest Soviet republics,
Russia and Ukraine, to agree on the continuing existence of a unified state. By attributing the Soviet collapse to the impact of American actions, US policy
makers overrated their own capacities in toppling and rebuildingforeign regimes. Not only was  the key American role in the demise of the Soviet Union a
myth, but this misplaced belief has guided-and haunted-American foreign policy ever since.

 Outlaws of the Atlantic
Sailors, Pirates, and Motley Crews in the Age of Sail
by Marcus Rediker

ISBN: 9780807034101
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Beacon Press
Pub. Date: 2015-04-07
Pages: 248
Price: $21.00

This maritime history "from below" exposes the history-making power of common sailors, slaves, pirates, and other outlaws at sea in the era of the tall ship.
  
In Outlaws of the Atlantic, award-winning historian Marcus Rediker turns maritime history upside down. He explores the dramatic world of maritime
adventure, not from the perspective of admirals, merchants, and nation-states but from the viewpoint of commoners--sailors, slaves, indentured servants,
pirates, and other outlaws from the late seventeenth to the early nineteenth century. Bringing together their seafaring experiences for the first time, Outlaws
of the Atlantic is an unexpected and compelling peoples' history of the "age of sail." 
  
 With his signature bottom-up approach and insight, Rediker reveals how the "motley"--that is, multiethnic--crews were a driving force behind the American
Revolution; that pirates, enslaved Africans, and other outlaws worked together to subvert capitalism; and that, in the era of the tall ship, outlaws challenged
authority from below deck.  
  
 By bringing these marginal seafaring characters into the limelight, Rediker shows how maritime actors have shaped history that many have long regarded as
national and landed. And by casting these rebels by sea as cosmopolitan workers of t ...
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 The Problem of Slavery in the Age of Emancipation

by David Brion Davis

ISBN: 9780307389695
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Vintage
Pub. Date: 2015-01-06
Pages: 448
Price: $19.95

Winner of the  National Book Critics Circle Award 2014

With this volume, Davis presents the age of emancipation as a model for reform and as probably the greatest landmark of willed moral progress in human
history. Bringing to a close his staggeringly ambitious, prizewinning trilogy on slavery in Western culture Davis offers original and penetrating insights into
what slavery and emancipation meant to Americans. He explores how the Haitian Revolution respectively terrified and inspired white and black Americans,
hovering over the antislavery debates like a bloodstained ghost. He offers a surprising analysis of the complex and misunderstood significance the project to
move freed slaves back to Africa. He vividly portrays the dehumanizing impact of slavery, as well as the generally unrecognized importance of freed slaves
to abolition. Most of all, Davis presents the age of emancipation as a model for reform and as probably the greatest landmark of willed moral progress in
human history.

 The Quartet
Orchestrating the Second American Revolution, 1783-1789
by Joseph J. Ellis

ISBN: 9780385353403
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Alfred A. Knopf
Pub. Date: 2015-05-12
Pages: 320
Price: $33.00

From Pulitzer Prize-winning American historian Joseph J. Ellis, the unexpected story of why the thirteen colonies, having just fought off the imposition of a
distant centralized governing power, would decide to subordinate themselves anew.

 We all know the famous opening phrase of Lincoln's Gettysburg Address: "Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this Continent a new
Nation." The truth is different. In 1776, thirteen American colonies declared themselves independent states that only temporarily joined forces in order to
defeat the British. Once victorious, they planned to go their separate ways. The triumph of the American Revolution was neither an ideological nor a political
guarantee that the colonies would relinquish their independence and accept the creation of a federal government with power over their autonomy as states.

 The Quartet is the story of this second American founding and of the men most responsible--George Washington, Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, and James
Madison. These men, with the help of Robert Morris and Gouverneur Morris, shaped the contours of American history by diagnosing the systemic
dysfunctions created by the Articles of Confederation, manipulating the political process to force the calling of the Constitutional Convention, conspiring to
set the agenda in Philadelphia, orchestrating the debate in the state ratifying conventions, and, finally, drafting the Bill of Rights to assure state compliance
with the constitutional settlement.

 Ellis has given us a gripping and dramatic portrait of one of the most crucial and misconstrued periods in American history: the years between the end of the
Revol ...
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 Red

A History of the Redhead
by Jacky Colliss Harvey

ISBN: 9781579129965
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Black Dog & Leventhal
Pub. Date: 2015-06-09
Pages: 256
Price: $35.95

The brilliantly told, captivating history of red hair throughout the ages and across multiple disciplines, including science, religion, politics, feminism and
sexuality, literature, and art  The mere mention of red hair calls to mind vivid pictures. Stereotypes of redheaded women range from the funloving
scatterbrain, like Lucille Ball, to the fiery-tempered vixen or the penitent prostitute (Mary Magdalene, for example, is almost always depicted as a redhead).
Red-haired men are often associated with either the savage barbarian or the redheaded clown. But why is this so?Red: A History of the Redhead is the first
book to explore the history of red hair and red-headedness throughout the world. With an obsessive fascination that is as contagious as it is compelling,
author Jacky Colliss Harvey begins her quest in prehistory and traces the redhead gene as it made its way out of Africa with the early human diaspora, only
to emerge under Northern skies. She goes on to explore red hair in the ancient world (from the Tarim mummies in China to the Islamic kingdom of the
Khazars); the prejudice manifested against red hair across medieval Europe; red hair during the Renaissance as both an indicator of Jewishness during the
Inquisition and the height of fashion in Protestant England, where it was made famous by the Henry VIII and Elizabeth I; the modern age of art, and
literature, and the first positive symbols of red hair in children's characters; modern medicine and science and the genetic and chemical decoding of red hair;
and finally, red hair in contemporary culture, from advertising and exploitation to "gingerism" and the new movement against bullying. More than a book for
redheads, Red is the exploration of evolution and gene mutation, as well as a compelling social and cultural study of how prejudice and misconceptions of
"other" evolve across centuries and continents and are handed down through generations and from one culture to another. 

 The Rival Queens
Catherine de' Medici, Her Daughter Marguerite de Valois, and the Betrayal that Ignited a
Kingdom
by Nancy Goldstone

ISBN: 9780316409650
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Little, Brown and Company
Pub. Date: 2015-06-23
Pages: 448
Price: $33.00

The riveting true story of mother-and-daughter queens Catherine de' Medici and Marguerite de Valois, whose wildly divergent personalities and turbulent
relationship changed the shape of their tempestuous and dangerous century.

Set in magnificent Renaissance France, this is the story of two remarkable women, a mother and daughter driven into opposition by a terrible betrayal that
threatened to destroy the realm.

Catherine de' Medici was a ruthless pragmatist and powerbroker who dominated the throne for thirty years. Her youngest daughter Marguerite, the
glamorous "Queen Margot," was a passionate free spirit, the only adversary whom her mother could neither intimidate nor control.

When Catherine forces the Catholic Marguerite to marry her Protestant cousin Henry of Navarre against her will, and then uses her opulent Parisian wedding
as a means of luring his followers to their deaths, she creates not only savage conflict within France but also a potent rival within her own family.

Rich in detail and  ...
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 Swansong 1945

A Collective Diary Of The Last Days Of The Third Reich
by Walter Kempowski

ISBN: 9780393248159
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: WW Norton
Pub. Date: 2015-04-14
Pages: 512
Price: $40.00

chronicles the end of Nazi Germany and World War II in Europe through hundreds of letters, diary extracts, and autobiographical accounts covering four
days that fateful spring: Hitler's birthday on April 20; American and Soviet troops meeting at the Elbe on April 25; Hitler's suicide on April 30; and finally
the German surrender on May 8. Side by side we encounter vivid accounts of civilians fleeing Berlin, ordinary German soldiers determined to fight to the
bitter end, American POWs dreaming of home, and concentration camp survivors' first descriptions of their horrific experiences--as well as the intimate
thoughts of figures such as Eisenhower, Churchill, Stalin, Eva Braun, Joseph Goebbels, and Hitler himself. Renowned German author Walter Kempowski
painstakingly collected and organized these firsthand accounts, and the result brings to life the end of Nazi Germany and the war in Europe as never before.

 Underground in Berlin
A Young Woman's Extraordinary Tale of Survival in the Heart of Nazi Germany
by Marie Simon

ISBN: 9780345809698
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Knopf Random Vintage Canada
Pub. Date: 2015-05-12
Pages: 368
Price: $32.00

By turns thrilling and terrifying, Underground in Berlin is the autobiographical account of a young Jewish woman who ripped off her yellow star and
survived the war by going underground from 1942 to 1945.
     Berlin, 1941. Marie Jalowicz Simon, a 19-year-old Jewish woman, makes an extraordinary decision. All around her, Jews are being rounded up for
deportation, forced labour and extermination. Marie decides to survive. She takes off the yellow star, turns her back on the Jewish community and vanishes
into the city. 
     In the years that follow, Marie lives under an assumed identity, moving between almost 20 different safe houses. She is forced to accept shelter wherever
she can find it, and many of those she stays with expect services in return. She stays with foreign workers, committed communists and even convinced
Nazis. Any false move might lead to arrest. Never certain who can be trusted and how far, it is her quick-witted determination and the most amazing and hair-
raising strokes of luck that ensure her survival.
     Underground in Berlin is Marie's extraordinary story, told in her own voice with unflinching honesty, for the first time after more than 50 years of silence.

 Why the Germans? Why the Jews?
Envy, Race Hatred, and the Prehistory of the Holocaust
by Gotz Aly

ISBN: 9781250062642
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Picador
Pub. Date: 2015-04-07
Pages: 304
Price: $20.50

A provocative and insightful analysis that sheds new light on one of the most puzzling and historically unsettling conundrums     Why did the Holocaust
happen in Germany, of all places? How did a country known for its culture and refinement turn so rabidly anti-Semitic? Why did a nation where Jews had
full civil rights and many opportunities - a place that Jews had eagerly flocked to in the early twentieth century to escape racist persecution in Poland and
Russia - turn upon them so violently just a few decades later? Countless people have grappled with these questions, but few have come up with answers as
original and perceptive as those of German historian GÃ¶tz Aly. Tracing the prehistory of the Holocaust - from the 1800s to the Nazis' assumption of power
in 1933 - Aly shows that German anti-Semitism did not originate with racist ideology or religious animosity, as is often supposed. Instead, through striking
statistics and economic analysis, he demonstrates that it was rooted in a more basic emotion: material envy.        Aly's groundbreaking account of this fatal
social dynamic opens up a new vantage point on the greatest crime in history and is sure to prompt heated debate for years to come.
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