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 Born With
Erika and Gianni
by Lorna Schultz Nicholson

ISBN: 9780993935176
Binding: Paperback 
Series: One-2-One
Publisher: Clockwise Press
Pub. Date: 2016-01-27
Pages: 232
Price: $12.95

2017 Red Maple Fiction Award finalist  
  Meet Erika and Gianni: One is a fifteen-year-old girl who loves to dance and sing and make people laugh. She tells people that she was born with an extra
gene, but her sister has to buy hers at the mall (ha, ha!!).  Being in three dance numbers in the school production of Grease is a big job, but with the help of
her Best Buddy, Gianni, Erika knows she can be a star.  
  The other is a Grade 11 boy with a secret. Like his Best Buddy, Erika, who was born with Down Syndrome, Gianni loves to sing and dance. He also knows
that he was born different from the other boys in his school - but is he that different from Blake, the cool, attractive male lead in the school play? Or is he just
imagining that the sparks between them are mutual? And will the rough gang of guys at school also pick up on who he really is?  
  Told in the alternating voices of Erika and            Gianni, Born With is the story of two teens who help each other to find their own versions of success and
acceptance.  
  Each One-to-One novel tells the story of a different pair of teens participating in the Best Buddies program at Sir Winston Churchill Secondary School.
Follow the lives of this group of friends who come together with different expectations and problems, seeing the world from their own unique perspectives
and facing it head on together.

 A Boy Named Queen
by Sara Cassidy

ISBN: 9781554989058
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Groundwood Books Ltd
Pub. Date: 2016-08-01
Pages: 80
Price: $14.95

Evelyn is both aghast and fascinated when a new boy comes to grade five and tells everyone his name is Queen. Queen wears shiny gym shorts and wants to
organize a chess/environment club. His father plays weird loud music and has tattoos.
How will the class react? How will Evelyn?
Evelyn is an only child with a strict routine and an even stricter mother. And yet in her quiet way she notices things. She takes particular notice of this boy
named Queen. The way the bullies don't seem to faze him. The way he seems to live by his own rules. When it turns out that they take the same route home
from school, Evelyn and Queen become friends, almost against Evelyn's better judgment. She even finds Queen irritating at times. Why doesn't he just shut
up and stop attracting so much attention to himself? 
Yet he is the most interesting person she has ever met. So when she receives a last-minute invitation to his birthday party, she knows she must somehow
persuade her mother to let her go, even if it means ignoring the No Gifts request and shopping for what her mother considers to be an appropriate gift,
appropriately wrapped with "boy" wrapping paper.
Her visit to Queen's house opens Evelyn's eyes to a whole new world, including an unconventional goody bag (leftover potato latkes wrapped in waxed
paper and a pair of barely used red sneakers). And when it comes time for her to take something to school for Hype and Share, Evelyn suddenly looks at her
chosen offering -- her mother's antique cream jug -- and sees new and marvelous possibilities.
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 Heart of a Champion

by Ellen Schwartz

ISBN: 9781770498808
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: Tundra
Pub. Date: 2016-03-01
Pages: 272
Price: $19.99

Ten-year-old Kenny (Kenji in Japanese) worships his older brother, Mickey (Mitsuo), a baseball hero whose outstanding performance on the Asahi baseball
team has given him fame and popularity. Despite Kenny's suspected heart condition, he is determined to practice secretly with Mickey so he, too, can one
day try out for the Asahi. But world events soon overtake life in this quiet community. When Japan attacks Pearl Harbor in 1941, everything for Kenny and
his family spirals out of control: schools are closed, businesses are confiscated, fathers are arrested and sent to work camps in the BC interior and mothers
and children are relocated to internment camps. When Mickey is arrested for a small act of violence, Kenny manages to keep his family's spirits up, despite
the deplorable conditions in camp. Coming across a "vacant" field covered with scrap wood, broken shakes and torn tar paper, Kenny gets permission to
clear it and convert it into a baseball field. One by one, the boys in the camp pitch in, and the work gives purpose to their long days. Kenny's persistence,
hard work and big dreams shape the teen he is to become in this story of happiness found despite all odds.

 The Inn Between
by Marina Cohen

ISBN: 9781250104021
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Square Fish
Pub. Date: 2017-02-28
Pages: 224
Price: $11.50

The Inn Between by Marina Cohen is a deliciously creepy horror story for middle-grade readers that is as smart as it is full of heart.
11-year old Quinn has had some bad experiences lately. She was caught cheating in school, and then one day, her little sister Emma disappeared while
walking home from school. She never returned.
When  Quinn's best friend Kara has to move away, she goes on one last trip with Kara and her family. They stop over at the first hotel they see, a Victorian
inn that instantly gives Quinn the creeps, and she begins to notice strange things happening around them. When Kara's parents, and then brother disappear
without a trace, the girls are stranded in a hotel full of strange guests, hallways that twist back in on themselves, and a particularly nasty surprise lucking
beneath the floorboards. Will the girls be able to solve the mystery of what happened to Kara's family before it's too late?

 Look Out for the Fitzgerald-Trouts
by Esta Spalding

ISBN: 9780735263185
Binding: Paperback 
Series: The Fitzgerald-Trouts
Publisher: Tundra Books
Pub. Date: 2017-05-02
Pages: 256
Price: $12.99

Kim Fitzgerald-Trout took to driving with ease--as most children would if their parents would ever let them try. She had to. After all, she and her siblings
live in a car.

Meet the Fitzgerald-Trouts, a band of four loosely related children living together on a lush tropical island. They take care of themselves. They sleep in their
car, bathe in the ocean, eat fish they catch and fruit they pick, and can drive anywhere they need to go--to the school, the laundromat, or the drive-in. If they
put their minds to it, the Fitzgerald-Trouts can do anything. Even, they hope, find a real home. 

Award-winning poet and screenwriter Esta Spalding's exciting middle grade debut establishes a marvelous place where children fend for themselves, and
adults only seem to ruin everything. This extraordinary world is brought to vibrant life by Sydney Smith, the celebrated artist behind Sidewalk Flowers.
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 Mark of the Plague

by Kevin Sands

ISBN: 9781481446754
Binding: Paperback 
Series: Blackthorn Key
Publisher: Aladdin
Pub. Date: 2017-05-09
Pages: 560
Price: $10.99

Christopher Rowe is back and there are more puzzles, riddles, and secrets to uncover in this follow-up to the Indie Next pick The Blackthorn Key, which was
called a "spectacular debut" by Kirkus Reviews in a starred review.The Black Death has returned to London, spreading disease and fear through town. A
mysterious prophet predicts the city's ultimate doom--until an unknown apothecary arrives with a cure that actually works. Christopher's Blackthorn shop is
chosen to prepare the remedy. But when an assassin threatens the apothecary's life, Christopher and his faithful friend Tom are back to hunting down the
truth, risking their lives to untangle the heart of a dark conspiracy. And as the sickness strikes close to home, the stakes are higher than ever before...

 The Nameless City
by Faith Erin Hicks

ISBN: 9781626721562
Binding: Paperback 
Series: Nameless City
Publisher: First Second
Pub. Date: 2016-04-05
Pages: 240
Price: $17.50

Every nation that invades the City gives it a new name. But before long, new invaders arrive and the City changes hands once again. The natives don't let
themselves get caught up in the unending wars. To them, their home is the Nameless City, and those who try to name it are forever outsiders.
Kaidu is one such outsider. He's a Dao born and bred--a member of the latest occupying nation. Rat is a native of the Nameless City. At first, she hates Kai
for everything he stands for, but his love of his new home may be the one thing that can bring these two unlikely friends together. Let's hope so, because the
fate of the Nameless City rests in their hands.

 OCDaniel
by Wesley King

ISBN: 9781481455329
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Simon & Schuster/Paula Wiseman Books
Pub. Date: 2017-04-11
Pages: 304
Price: $10.99

EDGAR AWARD WINNER FOR BEST MYSTERY BANK STREET BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR SILVER BIRCH AWARD WINNER "Complex and
satisfying. Written from Daniel's point of view, this perceptive first-person narrative is sometimes painful, sometimes amusing, and always rewarding."
--Booklist (starred review) From the author of Incredible Space Raiders from Space! comes a brand-new coming-of-age story about a boy whose life
revolves around hiding his obsessive compulsive disorder--until he gets a mysterious note that changes everything.Daniel is the back-up punter for the Erie
Hills Elephants. Which really means he's the water boy. He spends football practice perfectly arranging water cups--and hoping no one notices. Actually, he
spends most of his time hoping no one notices his strange habits--he calls them Zaps: avoiding writing the number four, for example, or flipping a light
switch on and off dozens of times over. He hopes no one notices that he's crazy, especially his best friend Max, and Raya, the prettiest girl in school. His life
gets weirder when another girl at school, who is unkindly nicknamed Psycho Sara, notices him for the first time. She doesn't just notice him: she seems to
peer through him. Then Daniel gets a note: "I need your help," it says, signed, Fellow Star Child--whatever that means. And suddenly Daniel, a total no one
at school, is swept up in a mystery that might change everything for him.  With great voice and grand adventure, this book is about feeling different and
finding those who understand.
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 Pandas on the Eastside

by G. Prendergast

ISBN: 9781459811430
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Orca Book Publishers
Pub. Date: 2016-10-04
Pages: 192
Price: $9.95

When ten-year-old Journey Song hears that two pandas are being held in a warehouse in her neighborhood, she worries that they may be hungry, cold and
lonely. Horrified to learn that the pandas, originally destined for a zoo in Washington, might be shipped back to China because of a diplomatic spat between
China and the United States, Journey rallies her friends and neighbors on the poverty-stricken Eastside. Her infectious enthusiasm for all things panda is hard
to resist, and soon she's getting assistance from every corner of her tight-knit neighborhood.

 Prisoner of Warren
by Andreas Oertel

ISBN: 9781771083751
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Nimbus Publishing
Pub. Date: 2016-04-14
Pages: 160
Price: $14.95

When his dad decides to hire a German prisoner-of-war to help out on their New Brunswick farm, thirteen-year-old Warren Webb is pretty sure the family is
doomed. Who invites a Nazi to sleep under their roof? But Martin is not the German Warren expected. After his early attempts to get rid of Martin fail,
Warren takes his dead brother Pete's advice and finds himself learning more from his enemy than he ever expected. Soon Martin, a promising track-and-field
athlete before the war, is coaching Warren for his provincial summer games race. And when a trio of local bullies threatens their lives, Warren and Martin
are forced to rely on each other like never before.
In Prisoner of Warren, acclaimed children's author Andreas Oertel captures the inner life of a thirteen-year-old boy with frankness and humour. With its
1940s rural setting, this funny, suspenseful middle-grade novel is a highly engaging look at friends, foes, and all the grey areas in between.

 Rebel of the Sands
by Alwyn Hamilton

ISBN: 9780147517975
Binding: Paperback 
Series: Rebel of the Sands
Publisher: Penguin Young Readers Group
Pub. Date: 2017-02-14
Pages: 336
Price: $14.99

A sharpshooter. A dreamer. A damn good liar.

Mortals rule the desert nation of Miraji, but mythical beasts still roam the wild and remote areas, and rumour has it that somewhere, djinn still perform their
magic.  For humans, it’s an unforgiving place, especially if you’re poor, orphaned, or female. 

Amani Al’Hiza is all three.  She’s a gifted gunslinger with perfect aim, but she can’t shoot her way out of Dustwalk, the back-country town where she’s
destined to wind up wed or dead. Then she meets Jin, a rakish foreigner, in a shooting contest, and sees him as the perfect escape route. Although she’s spent
years dreaming of leaving Dustwalk, she never imagined she’d gallop away on mythical horse—or that it would take a foreign fugitive to show her the heart
of the desert she thought she knew.

                               4 / 7



   MYRCA 2018 Nominees
 The Road to Ever After

by Moira Young

ISBN: 9780385687423
Binding: Hardback 
Publisher: PRH Canada Young Readers
Pub. Date: 2016-10-25
Pages: 240
Price: $21.99

Part&#194;Benjamin Button, part&#194;Harold and Maud, part Brian Selznick and part Neil Gaiman, this is a unique, magical story that will draw readers
in and make them fall in love with both characters.

Davy David is a thirteen-year-old orphan, who lives in the bushes in a town ruled by a strict minister, Reverend Fall. A talented artist, Davy loves to draw
pictures of angels in the dirt, in the early hours of the morning before the townspeople are awake. He spends his days on his own, except for a small dog,
who has attached himself to Davy, often going to the library to find inspiration for his pictures of angels. One day, after chasing after a ball for some of the
town's boys, he finds himself in the yard of the old boarded-up museum, now rumoured to be the home of a witch. The witch is Miss Elizabeth Flint, an
elderly woman who has a proposition for Davy: drive her to her childhood home, where, it turns out, she has made the decision to die.

 Root Beer Candy and Other Miracles
by Shari Green

ISBN: 9781772780079
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Pajama Press Inc.
Pub. Date: 2016-09-09
Pages: 240
Price: $11.95

Eleven-year-old Bailey believes in miracles. She has to; it will take a miracle to keep her warring parents together. This summer they are at a Marriage
Counselling camp, leaving Bailey and her little brother Kevin with their estranged grandmother in the island town of Felicity Bay. There, an eccentric
deposed minister makes a prophecy that a stranger from the sea will change everything. When Bailey discovers a mermaid-shaped piece of driftwood, she
begins to believe that the mermaid is this stranger from the sea. Then, when a dolphin becomes stranded on the beach, Bailey forgets her own troubles and
rouses the reluctant locals into action. Written in light and lyrical free verse, Shari Green's warm and wistful novel brings Bailey face to face with both hard
and beautiful truths about growing up and growing into her own ability to shape the world.
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 Shooter

by Caroline Pignat

ISBN: 9780143187585
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Penguin Random House Canada Teen
Pub. Date: 2017-04-04
Pages: 320
Price: $13.99

The Breakfast Club meets We Need to Talk About Kevin. 

A lockdown catches five grade 12 students by surprise and throws them together in the only unlocked room on that empty third floor wing: the boys'
washroom. They sit in silence, judging each other by what they see, by the stories they've heard over the years. Stuck here with them--could anything be
worse?
There's Alice: an introverted writer, trapped in the role of big sister to her older autistic brother, Noah.
Isabelle: the popular, high-achieving, student council president, whose greatest performance is her everyday life. 
Hogan: an ex-football player with a troubled past and a hopeless future.
Xander: that socially awkward guy hiding behind the camera, whose candid pictures of school life, especially those of Isabelle, have brought him more
trouble than answers.
Told in five unique voices through prose, poetry, text messages, journals and homework assignments, this modern-day Breakfast Club takes a twist when
Isabelle gets a text that changes everything: NOT A DRILL!! Shooter in the school!
Suddenly, the bathroom doesn't seem so safe anymore. Especially when they learn that one of them knows more about the shooter than they realized...

 The Skeleton Tree
by Iain Lawrence

ISBN: 9781101918371
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Tundra Books
Pub. Date: 2017-01-03
Pages: 288
Price: $11.99

Now in paperback! This stark and commercial survival story is a modern-day&#194;Hatchet.

Less than 48 hours after twelve-year-old Chris casts off on a trip to sail down the Alaskan coast with his uncle, their boat sinks. The only survivors are Chris
and a boy named Frank, who hates Chris immediately. Chris and Frank have no radio, no flares, no food. Suddenly, they've got to find a way to forage, fish
and scavenge supplies from the shore. Chris likes the company of a curious friendly raven more than he likes the prickly Frank. But the boys have to get
along if they want to survive. 

Because as the days get colder, and the salmon migration ends, survival will take more than sheer force of will. There in the wilderness of Kodiak, they
discover a bond they didn't expect, and through it, the compassion and teamwork that might truly be the path to rescue.

 Slide
by Norah Mcclintock

ISBN: 9781459811676
Binding: Paperback 
Series: The Seven Prequels
Publisher: Orca Book Publishers
Pub. Date: 2016-09-20
Pages: 192
Price: $9.95

When Rennie's dad, the Major, goes overseas on assignment, he enlists his mother-in-law to babysit Rennie. Babysit! A guy who's about to turn fifteen! But
Grandma is no surrogate drill sergeant. She has fun on her mind. That means ditching school and heading to avalanche country for a surprise ski trip.
Nothing can ruin Rennie's vacation, not the lodge owner, who turns out to be Grandma's geriatric long-ago boyfriend, not the annoying backcountry guide or
the crooked park ranger or the pushy businessman from Mumbai, not even the explosions. And definitely not the most beautiful girl in the world, whom he
meets while stumbling onto a murder plot.

In this hair-raising prequel to Close to the Heel and From the Dead, the loyal, smart and observant Rennie heads to avalanche country.
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 Sophie Quire and the Last Storyguard

by Jonathan Auxier

ISBN: 9780143189985
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Puffin Canada
Pub. Date: 2017-04-04
Pages: 464
Price: $12.99

Now in paperback, the exciting follow-up to Jonathan Auxier's acclaimed&#194;Peter Nimble and His Fantastic Eyes. You've met Peter Nimble. Now meet
Sophie Quire in a new, unforgettable quest.

 
&#194;&#194;&#194;&#194;&#194;It's been two years since Peter Nimble and Sir Tode rescued the kingdom of HazelPort. In that time, they have
travelled far and wide in search of adventure. Now Peter and Sir Tode have been summoned by Professor Cake for a new mission: find a 12-year-old
bookmender named Sophie Quire. Sophie knows little beyond the four walls of her father's bookshop, where she repairs old books and dreams of escaping
the confines of her dull life. But when a strange boy and his talking cat/horse companion show up with a rare and mysterious book, she finds herself pulled
into an adventure beyond anything she has ever read.

 Yellow Dog
by Miriam Körner

ISBN: 9780889955462
Binding: Paperback 
Publisher: Red Deer Press
Pub. Date: 2016-10-26
Pages: 296
Price: $14.95

Jeremy lives in a small community where winters are long and stray dogs roam the streets. When peer pressure leads Jeremy into a bad prank, he is
immediately struck with guilt — and that's when his life changes forever. Trying to make amends, Jeremy befriends Yellow Dog — and in the process meets
a curious old man who introduces him to the adventures of dog sledding. Soon Jeremy is forming his own old-time dog team that includes Yellow Dog and
in the process, discovers more about himself — and the old man — than he ever thought possible.
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