Bookclub Suggestions
After Light
by Catherine Hunter
ISBN: 9781927426739
Binding: Paperback
Publisher: Signature Editions
Pub. Date: 2015-09-30
Pages: 512
Price: $23.95

After Light spans four generations of the Garrison family, over the course of the twentieth century. Irish Deirdre, forced into marriage at sixteen, never stops
trying to regain her freedom, though her ruthless escape attempts threaten to destroy her family. Her son, Frank, raised in Brooklyn, is a talented young artist,
until he's blinded in WW2. With fierce determination, Frank forges a new life for himself, but the war has shaken him deeply. His two daughters, rebellious
Von and sensitive Rosheen, grow up as isolated as the hothouse roses their mother breeds on the frozen Canadian prairie, and like the roses, they have scant
protection against the violent elements that imperil them. Rosheen's son, Kyle, raised without his mother, knows nothing of the family's history until 1999,
when he and Von gather Rosheen's art works for an exhibit at a Brooklyn gallery. The story of the Garrisons is shaped by powerful forces - -a rogue north
wind, a vengeful orphan, a sugar-dust explosion, an airborne jar of peaches, a scar that refuses to heal, a terrible lie, an unexpected baby, and a desperate
drive across treacherous ice. Despite all the their tragedies, the creative fire that drives the Garrisons survives, burning more and more brightly as it's passed
from one generation to the next, into the twenty-first century.

The Break
by Katherena Vermette
ISBN: 9781487001117
Binding: Paperback
Publisher: House of Anansi Press Inc
Pub. Date: 2016-09-17
Pages: 288
Price: $22.95

Winner of the 2017 Carol Shields Winnipeg Book Award, Margaret Laurence Award for Fiction, and the McNally Robinson Book of the Year Awards.
When Stella, a young Metis mother, looks out her window one evening and spots someone in trouble on the Break -- a barren field on an isolated strip of
land outside her house -- she calls the police to alert them to a possible crime.In a series of shifting narratives, people who are connected, both directly and
indirectly, with the victim -- police, family, and friends -- tell their personal stories leading up to that fateful night. Lou, a social worker, grapples with the
departure of her live-in boyfriend. Cheryl, an artist, mourns the premature death of her sister Rain. Paulina, a single mother, struggles to trust her new
partner. Phoenix, a homeless teenager, is released from a youth detention centre. Officer Scott, a Metis policeman, feels caught between two worlds as he
patrols the city. Through their various perspectives a larger, more comprehensive story about lives of the residents in Winnipeg's North End is exposed.A
powerful intergenerational family saga, The Break showcases Vermette's abundant writing talent and positions her as an exciting new voice in Canadian
literature.

Chosen Maiden
by Eva Stachniak
ISBN: 9780385678568
Binding:
Publisher:
Pub. Date:
Pages:
Price: $24.00

The lush, sweeping story of a remarkable dancer who charts her own course through the tumultuous years of early twentieth-century Europe. Beautifully
blending fiction with fact, The Chosen Maiden plunges readers into an artistic world upended by modernity, immersing them in the experiences of the era's
giants, from Anna Pavlova and Serge Diaghilev to Coco Chanel and Pablo Picasso.From their earliest days, the Nijinsky siblings appear destined for the
stage. Bronia is a gifted young ballerina, but she is quickly eclipsed by her brother Vaslav. Deemed a prodigy, Vaslav Nijinsky will grow into the greatest,
and most provocative, dancer of his time. To prove herself her brother's equal in the rigid world of ballet, Bronia will need to be more than extraordinary,
defying society's expectations of what a female dancer can and should be. The real-life muse behind one of the most spectacular roles in dance, The Rite of
Spring's Chosen Maiden, Bronia rises to the heights of modern ballet through grit, resilience and fervor. But when the First World War erupts and rebellion
sparks in Russia, Bronia—caught between old and new, traditional and ground-breaking, safe and passionate—must begin her own search for what it means
to be modern.
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Dark Money
The Hidden History of the Billionaires Behind the Rise of the Radical Right
by Jane Mayer
ISBN: 9780307947901
Binding: Paperback
Publisher: Anchor
Pub. Date: 2017-01-24
Pages: 576
Price: $23.00

NATIONAL BESTSELLER
ONE OF THE NEW YORK TIMES&#194;10 BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR
Who are the immensely wealthy right-wing ideologues shaping the fate of America today?&#194;From the bestselling author of&#194;The Dark Side, an
electrifying work of investigative journalism that uncovers the agenda of this powerful group.
In her new preface, Jane Mayer discusses the results of the most recent election and Donald Trump's victory, and how, despite much discussion to the
contrary, this was a huge victory for the billionaires who have been pouring money in the American political system.
Why is America living in an age of profound and widening economic inequality? Why have even modest attempts to address climate change been defeated
again and again? Why do hedge-fund billionaires pay a far lower tax rate than middle-class workers? In a riveting and indelible feat of reporting, Jane Mayer
illuminates the history of an elite cadre of plutocrats--headed by the Kochs, the Scaifes, the Olins, and the Bradleys--who have bankrolled a systematic plan
to fundamentally alter the American political system. Mayer traces a byzantine trail of billions of dollars spent by the network, revealing a staggering
conglomeration of think tanks, academic institutions, media groups, courthouses, and governme ...
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Delicious Foods
A Novel
by James Hannaham
ISBN: 9780316284936
Binding: Paperback
Publisher: Little, Brown and Company
Pub. Date: 2016-01-19
Pages: 384
Price: $20.99

WINNER OF THE 2016 PEN/FAULKNER AWARD FOR FICTION WINNER OF THE HURSTON/WRIGHT LEGACY FICTION AWARD
FINALIST FOR THE 2016 DAYTON LITERARY PEACE PRIZE
FINALIST FOR THE LOS ANGELES TIMES PRIZE FOR FICTION
NOTABLE BOOK OF THE YEAR: New York Times, Washington Post
A BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR: NPR, Kirkus, BuzzFeed, National Post, Kansas City Star
TOP 10 BOOKS OF THE YEAR: Publishers Weekly
TOP 15 BOOKS OF THE YEAR: BookPage
Held captive by her employers--and by her own demons--on a mysterious farm, a widow struggles to reunite with her young son in this uniquely American
story of freedom, perseverance, and survival.
Darlene, once an exemplary wife and a loving mother to her young son, Eddie, finds herself devastated by the unforeseen death of her husband. Unable to
cope with her grief, she turns to drugs, and quickly forms an addiction. One day she disappears without a trace.
Unbeknownst to eleven-year-old Eddie, now left behind in a panic-stricken search for her, Darlene has been lured away with false promises of a good job
and a rosy life. A ...

The Dogs of Littlefield
A Novel
by Suzanne Berne
ISBN: 9781501124747
Binding: Paperback
Publisher: Simon & Schuster
Pub. Date: 2017-01-10
Pages: 288
Price: $21.99

From the Orange Prize-winning author of A Crime in the Neighborhood, Suzanne Berne's The Dogs of Littlefield is "sublime" (The Chicago Tribune), a
suspenseful and hilarious "suburban comedy of manners par excellence" (Kirkus Reviews) that explores the unease behind the manicured lawns of suburban
America.Littlefield, Massachusetts, named one of the Twenty Best Places to Live in America, is full of psychologists and college professors, proud of its fine
schools, its girls' soccer teams, its leafy streets, and quaint village center. Yet when sociologist Dr. Clarice Watkins arrived in Littlefield to study the
elements of "good quality of life" someone begins poisoning the town's dogs. Are the poisonings in protest to an off-leash proposal for Baldwin Park--the
subject of much town debate--or the sign of a far deeper disorder? "Nothing sucks a reader in like psychological menace, and Suzanne Berne is a master of
the craft.... Her scenes are elegantly composed, and even throwaway characters jump off the page" (The New York Times). A wry exploration of the
discontent concealed behind the manicured lawns and picket fences of darkest suburbia, The Dogs of Littlefield explodes with "comic exuberance and
restrained beauty" (The Boston Globe).
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Dragon Springs Road
A Novel
by Janie Chang
ISBN: 9781443439374
Binding: Paperback
Publisher: HarperCollins
Pub. Date: 2017-01-10
Pages: 384
Price: $22.99

"Filled with enchantment and intrigue" (Toronto Star) and "a great choice for a book club" (The Huffington Post), Dragon Springs Road takes readers on an
evocative journey a century in the past and half a world away.
In early-twentieth-century Shanghai, an ancient imperial dynasty collapses, a new government struggles to life and two girls are bound together in a
friendship that will be tested by duty, honour and love.
Abandoned in the courtyard of a once-lavish estate outside Shanghai, seven-year-old Jialing learns she is zazhong--Eurasian--and thus doomed to face a
lifetime of contempt from both Chinese and Europeans. The Yang family, new owners of the estate, reluctantly take her in as a servant. As Jialing grows up,
her only allies are Anjuin, the eldest Yang daughter, and Fox, an animal spirit who has lived in the courtyard for more than three hundred years. But when a
young English girl appears and befriends the lonely orphan--and then mysteriously vanishes--Jialing's life takes an unexpected turn.
As Jialang grows into womanhood during the tumultuous early years of the Chinese republic, she must find a way to survive political intrigue, jealousy,
forbidden love and even murder. Through every turn she is guided, both by Fox and by her own strength of spirit, away from the shadows of her past toward
a very different fate. "Rich with detail and a fascinating interplay between the spiritual and earthly realms, Chang's second novel explores whether it is
possible to overcome your past" (Booklist).
&#194;

The Golden Son
A Novel
by Shilpi S. Gowda
ISBN: 9781443412506
Binding: Paperback
Publisher: HarperCollins
Pub. Date: 2017-01-03
Pages: 432
Price: $19.99

An instant bestseller in Canada, The Golden Son is a "sensitive and intelligent work" with an unforgettable story of family, responsibility, love, honour and
tradition, in which two childhood friends must balance the expectations of their culture and their families with the desires of their own hearts (National Post).
Anil is the cherished eldest son of a large family in rural India, expected to inherit the role of leader of his clan and arbiter of its disputes, dispensing wisdom
and good advice. Leena is his closest companion, a fiercely brave girl who loves nothing more than the wild terrain they inhabit and her close-knit family. As
childhood friends, they are inseparable--but as adulthood approaches, they grow apart.
Anil is the first in his family to leave India, the first to attend college, the first to become a doctor. Half a world away in Dallas, Texas, he is caught up in his
new life, experiencing all the freedoms and temptations of American culture. In India, Leena dreams of a strong, true love like the one shared by her parents
and leaves her beloved home to join her new husband's family in a distant village.
Then things start to go wrong: Anil makes a medical mistake with tragic results, his first love begins to fray and a devastating event makes him question his
worth as a doctor and as a friend. On a visit home, he rekindles his friendship with the woman who seems to understand him better than anyone else. But
their relationship is complicated by a fateful decision made years earlier. As the two old friends discover each other again, they must also weigh the choice
between responsibility and freedom, and between loyalty and love.
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The Hidden Keys
by Andre Alexis
ISBN: 9781552453254
Binding: Paperback
Publisher: Coach House Books
Pub. Date: 2016-09-19
Pages: 232
Price: $19.95

NATIONAL POST&#195;&#194;99 BEST BOOKS OF 2016
Giller Prize winner Andr&#195;&#194; Alexis's contemporary take on the quest narrative is an instant classic.
Parkdale's Green Dolphin is a bar of ill repute, and it is there that Tancred Palmieri, a thief with elegant and erudite tastes, meetsWillow Azarian, an aging
heroin addict. She reveals to Tancred that her very wealthy father has recently passed away, leaving each of his five children a mysterious object that
provides one clue to the whereabouts of a large inheritance. Willow enlists Tancred to steal these objects from her siblings and help her solve the puzzle.
A Japanese screen, a painting that plays music, a bottle of aquavit, a framed poem and a model of Frank Lloyd Wright's Fallingwater: Tancred islured in to
this beguiling quest, and even though Willow dies before the puzzle is solved, he presses on.
As he tracks down the treasure, he must enlist the help of Alexander von Wurfel, conceptual artist and taxidermist to the wealthy, and fend off Willow's
heroin dealers, a young albino named 'Nigger' Colby and his sidekick, Sigismund 'Freud' Luxemburg, a clubfooted psychopath, both of whom are eager to
get their hands on this supposed pot of gold. And he must mislead Detective Daniel Mandelshtam, his most adored friend.
Inspired by a reading of Robert Louis Stevenson's Treasure Island, The Hidden Keys questions what it means to be honorable, what it means to be faithful
and what it means to sin.

Hope Has Two Daughters
by Monia Mazigh
ISBN: 9781487001803
Binding: Paperback
Publisher: House of Anansi Press Inc
Pub. Date: 2017-01-28
Pages: 296
Price: $22.95

Unwilling to endure a culture of silence and submission, and disowned by her family, Nadia leaves her native Tunisia in 1984 amidst deadly violence, chaos,
and rioting brought on by rising food costs, eventually emigrating to Canada to begin her life.
More than twenty-five years later, Nadia's daughter Lila reluctantly travels to Tunisia to learn about her mother's birth country. While she's there, she
connects with Nadia's childhood friends, Neila and Mounir. She uncovers agonizing truths about her mother's life as a teenager and imagines what it might
have been like to grow up in fear of political instability and social unrest. As she is making these discoveries, protests over poor economic conditions and
lack of political freedom are increasing, and soon, Lila finds herself in the midst of another revolution -- one that will inflame the country and change the
Arab world, and her, forever.
Weaving together the voices of two women at two pivotal moments in history, the Tunisian Bread Riots in 1984 and the Jasmine Revolution in 2010, Hope
Has Two Daughters is a bracing, vivid story that perfectly captures life inside revolution.

Lily and the Octopus
by Steven Rowley
ISBN: 9781501146237
Binding: Paperback
Publisher: Simon & Schuster
Pub. Date: 2016-06-07
Pages: 320
Price: $22.00

Combining the emotional depth of The Art of Racing in the Rain with the magical spirit of The Life of Pi, Lily and the Octopus is an epic adventure of the
heart.When you sit down with Lily and the Octopus, you will be taken on an unforgettable ride. The magic of this novel is in the read, and we don't want to
spoil it by giving away too many details. We can tell you that this is a story about that special someone: the one you trust, the one you can't live without. For
Ted Flask, that someone special is his aging companion Lily, who happens to be a dog. Lily and the Octopus reminds us how it feels to love fiercely, how
difficult it can be to let go, and how the fight for those we love is the greatest fight of all. Remember the last book you told someone they had to read? Lily
and the Octopus is the next one.
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The Little Red Chairs
by Edna O'brien
ISBN: 9780316378246
Binding: Paperback
Publisher: Little, Brown and Company
Pub. Date: 2016-12-06
Pages: 320
Price: $20.99

A fiercely beautiful novel about one woman's struggle to reclaim a life shattered by betrayal, from one of the greatest storytellers of our time One night, in
the dead of winter, a mysterious stranger arrives in the small Irish town of Cloonoila. Broodingly handsome, worldly, and charismatic, Dr. Vladimir Dragan
is a poet, a self-proclaimed holistic healer, and a welcome disruption to the monotony of village life. Before long, the beautiful black-haired Fidelma
McBride falls under his spell and, defying the shackles of wedlock and convention, turns to him to cure her of her deepest pains.
Then, one morning, the illusion is abruptly shattered. While en route to pay tribute at Yeats's grave, Dr. Vlad is arrested and revealed to be a notorious war
criminal and mass murderer. The Cloonoila community is devastated by this revelation, and no one more than Fidelma, who is made to pay for her deviance
and desire. In disgrace and utterly alone, she embarks on a journey that will bring both profound hardship and, ultimately, the prospect of redemption.
Moving from Ireland to London and then to The Hague, THE LITTLE RED CHAIRS is Edna O'Brien's first novel in ten years -- a vivid and unflinching
exploration of humanity's capacity for evil and artifice as well as the bravest kind of love.

The Mare
A Novel
by Mary Gaitskill
ISBN: 9780307743602
Binding: Paperback
Series: Vintage Contemporaries
Publisher: Vintage
Pub. Date: 2016-10-04
Pages: 544
Price: $22.95
One of the Best Books of the Year
The New York Times o The Washington Post o NPR o San Francisco Chronicle o Vanity Fair o&#194;Milwaukee Journal Sentinel o Kansas City Star
When Velveteen Vargas, an eleven-year-old Fresh Air Fund kid from Brooklyn, comes to stay with a family in upstate New York, what begins as a twoweek visit blossoms into something much more significant. Soon Velvet finds herself torn between her host family--Ginger, a failed artist and shakily
recovered alcoholic; and Paul, a college professor--and her own deeply tormented mother.&#194;The one constant becomes Velvet's newly discovered
passion for horse riding--and especially for an abused, unruly mare named Fugly Girl. A stirring and deeply felt novel, The Mare is Mary Gaitskill's most
poignant and powerful work yet--a stunning exploration of a girl and her horse, and of the way we connect with people from all walks of life.

Mothering Sunday
A Romance
by Graham Swift
ISBN: 9780345816610
Binding: Paperback
Publisher: Knopf Random Vintage Canada
Pub. Date: 2017-01-10
Pages: 192
Price: $19.95

Jane Fairchild, orphaned at birth, has worked as a maid at an English country estate since she was sixteen. And for almost all of those years, she has been the
secret lover of Paul Sheringham, the scion of the estate next door. On an unseasonably warm March afternoon, when all the servants have been let off work
for the day in order to pay their annual visits to their families, Jane and Paul will make love for the last time in Paul's own bedroom--though not, as Jane
believes, because Paul is about to be married.
&#194;&#194;&#194;&#194; The events of the day will alter Jane's life forever. As the narrative moves back and forth from 1924 to the end of the century,
what we know and understand about Jane, about the way she loves, thinks, feels, sees and remembers, deepens with every beautifully wrought moment. Her
story is one of profound self-discovery and, through her, Graham Swift has created an emotionally soaring and deeply affecting work of fiction.
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The Naturalist
by Alissa York
ISBN: 9780345815002
Binding: Paperback
Publisher: Knopf Random Vintage Canada
Pub. Date: 2017-01-24
Pages: 304
Price: $21.00

1867, Philadelphia. Amateur naturalist Walter Ash is on the brink of setting off to travel up his beloved Amazon when fate intervenes, obliging his only son
to take his place. More at ease among his books than in the field, Paul Ash takes a reluctant leave of absence from Harvard's Museum of Comparative
Zoology to accompany his grieving stepmother and her young companion to the fabled River Sea. Paul holds no memory of the place, though he was born
there; he was still an infant when his father carried him out of the jungle and away from the mixed-blood family he might have known. As it transpires,
however, neither the region nor its people have forgotten Paul. The Amazon lays claim to him in no uncertain terms, but it also works a peculiar magic on
both his father's lovely widow and her friend--a quiet little Quaker named Rachel Weaver who proves strangely at home in the wild.

Open Heart, Open Mind
by Clara Hughes
ISBN: 9781476756998
Binding: Paperback
Publisher: Touchstone
Pub. Date: 2017-01-03
Pages: 240
Price: $22.00

The long-awaited memoir by Canada's most celebrated Olympian and advocate for mental health.From one of Canada's most decorated Olympians comes a
raw but life-affirming story of one woman's struggle with depression. In 2006, when Clara Hughes stepped onto the Olympic podium in Torino, Italy, she
became the first and only athlete ever to win multiple medals in both Summer and Winter Games. Four years later, she was proud to carry the Canadian flag
at the head of the Canadian team as they participated in the opening ceremony of the Vancouver Olympic Winter Games. But there's another story behind her
celebrated career as an athlete, behind her signature billboard smile. While most professional athletes devote their entire lives to training, Clara spent her
teenage years using drugs and drinking to escape the stifling home life her alcoholic father had created in Elmwood, Winnipeg. She was headed nowhere fast
when, at sixteen, she watched transfixed in her living room as gold medal speed skater Ga&#195;tan Boucher effortlessly raced in the 1988 Calgary
Olympics. Dreaming of one day competing herself, Clara channeled her anger, frustration, and raw ambition into the endurance sports of speed skating and
cycling. By 2010, she had become a six-time Olympic medalist. But after more than a decade in the gruelling world of professional sports that stripped away
her confidence and bruised her body, Clara began to realize that her physical extremes, her emotional setbacks, and her partying habits were masking a
severe depression. After winning bronze in the last speed skating race of her career, she decided to retire from that sport, determined to repair herself. She
has emerged as one of our most committed humanitarians, advocating for a variety of social causes both in Canada and around the world. In 2010, she
became national spokesperson for Bell Canada's Let's Talk campaign in support of mental health awareness, using her Olympic standing to share the positive
message of the power of forgiveness. Told with honesty and passion, Open Heart, Open Mind is Clara's personal journey through physical and mental pain to
a life where love and understanding can thrive. This revelatory and inspiring story will touch the hearts of all Canadians.

Swimming Lessons
by Claire Fuller
ISBN: 9781487002152
Binding: Paperback
Publisher: House of Anansi Press Inc
Pub. Date: 2017-01-28
Pages: 304
Price: $19.95

In this spine-tingling tale Ingrid Coleman writes letters to her husband, Gil, about the truth of their marriage, but she never sends them. Instead she hides
them within the thousands of books her husband has collected. After she writes her final letter, Ingrid disappears.
Twelve years later, her adult daughter, Flora comes home to look after her injured father. Secretly, Flora has never believed her mother is dead, and she starts
asking questions, without realizing that the answers she's looking for are hidden in the books that surround her.
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